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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 2—Ezekiel, the Watchman of Israel 
Ezekiel 2: 
2. July 9.—Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s Dream 
3. July 16—The Handwriting on the Wall 
(Temperance Lesson.) 
4. July 23.—Daniel and‘ the Lions 
5. July 30—The First Return from Exile 
Jeremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1 :1- 
6. August 6~The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated 
Ezra 3:1 to 6: 
Avigust 13.—Esther Saves Her People ...Book of Esther 
August ao—The Second Return from Exile wise 
to 8: 


7: 

& 

9. A 21.—Nehemiah 1314-11 
m. Fs be ard 3 Teck paliiles 


of Jerusalem 


“- i Tse 
ir 10—Teaching’ the 
“Nehemiah 8: 1-18 


F 12 Evotcibber" 17.—The Message of Malachi 
Malachi 3:1 to 4:3 
33..September 24.—Review. The Exile and the Restoration, 


1 to 3:27 


71 to 7:4 








OOD advertising often opens a -door through 

which you catch a glimpse of a new way of 

meeting a need of yours. Why not at least ask 
about what you see ? 




















A Note of Cheer 
By Sally Neill Roach 


Now unto him that is able to. do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in. us. 
—~Ephesians 3: 20 


AR above all of our asking or thinking, 
Jesus, our Saviour, is able to do. 
Ye, who are “ weary” -with doubting and shrinking, 
Is not this message a comfort to you ? . 


Have we yet learned all the depths of the story, 
Measuring His love for us sunken in sin? 

How can we reach to the heights of the glory 
Love that enfolds us is working within ? 


There is no moment of darkness or sadness 
Comes without blessing from word of His power: 
Hid ’neath the shadows and tears there is gladness 
Kept for His own in victorious hour. 


Eye with its sight and the ear with its hearing 
Grasp not the good that in Christ lies concealed. 
Cease then, O Ransomed, from doubting and fearing ; 
Sing of the grace that shall yet be revealed. 


Man's Bible, or God’s 


What is the real character of the Bible? 


Is it 
a record of man’s. ceaseless search for God, its ear- 
lier portions filled with man’s mistaken ideas about 
the character and the will of God, its later portions 
telling how man progressed, through his searchings 
and discoveries, into a truer conception of God? 
Or is it a record of God’s original perfect .creation, 
of man’s fall, of God’s disclosure of himself to man, 
and God’s ceaseless search for man, together with 
God’s perfect revelations of Himself and His will to 


pray. 


they will, can never feel tha 
“tuons_and 


man? We ——_ the two opposing views of the Bible 
in circulation to-da ay. Dr. , of Boston, 
spoke recently at the» Moody Bible Institute of Chi- 
cago on typical mistakes of Modernism; and he 
pointed out that one of these mistakes is the idea 
“that the: Bible.is man’s best, word about himself and 
God, instead of being God’s best Word about Him- 
self ‘and man.” One view makeg the Bible primarily 
man’s book. The other view p Brand the Bible pri- 
marily God’s book. There is no doubt as to what the 
Bible itself claims to be. How much better ope 
lieve God’s Word than man’s word, when they differ 
as to this unique and perfect Book! 


ax 
What Most Interests God? 


God would always rather commend than con- 
demn. Satan, who is_a liar from the beginning, 
tells us the 5 oe rte iy edy is that we some- 
times believe Satan icker -has said, with 
keen insight: “It is of Pte for hard thoughts of 
God to spring up in our hearts as it is for dande- 


lions and other weeds to spring up among the gravel 


in the garden paths, becauSe it is not natural to any 
of us to think of him as He is seen in Christ Jesus. 
We think of him as a fault-finder, a condemner, a 
requirer, an exactor. 5 we always thought of him 


.a8 a forgiver, a restorer, a healer, One who never 


wants anythin 
him?), but who every moment is givi 
would we not delight more in his _ society?” 


Fal 


from us (for what could we give 
us gifts, 


Physicians cannot be at their best unless they 
No doctor- can do his best work unless. he 


asks God to do still better than. he himself can. For 


. doctors are but members of the fallen -human: race, 


every one of whom needs not. only Christ as Saviour, 
but also that supernatural wisdom and skill without 
which “they labor in vain that build.” So many Chris- 
tian. physicians know this, and. depend more upon 
God than themselves, that it’ is a great pity when a 
prominent surgeon, of nation-wide reputation, makes 
such a remark as was reported recently of a conven- 
tion of medical men. A newspaper account of his 
address contains the following: “Showing that the 
day has passed when the surgeon may say with an 
early pioneer, ‘I dréss the wound, God heals it,’ Dr. 


indicated that surpery pa de reached such a 
point that the com justified 


f .. ‘passing od buck to the Al x atiagh refresh- 
contrast with this was the testim lished in 


e Sunday School Times of August 13, 1921, by 
ite of wide experience, in which he said: 
life, like that of other ,physicians, is full of 
emergencies ; I often encounter and grapple with other 
people’s troubles ; - my testimony is that the lift- 
ing of the heart to God at all times, in all manner of 
tight places, and perhaps most strikingly of all when 
facing imminent disaster, has ever brought not only 
immediate guidance at the moment, and solace to my 
soul, but frequently also quick deliverance and re- 
covery. - More than once I have had occasion to 
bless and praise Him for almost miraculous recov- 
eries from apparently impending death. Means were 
used, to be sure, promptly and energetically, but it 
was God’s blessing that made them immediately effi- 
cacious.” To-this a great army of Christian phys- 
icians, from the days of Luke the beloved physician 
to Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Johns Hopkins, echo a 


Pad 
The “Ceaseless Search ” 


Is Christianity a seeking or a finding? The New 
Testament gives but one answer. Those who reject 
God’s Word have another answer. The editor of a 
well-known secular magazine, writing on “The Spir- 
inp Outlook for Western Civilization,” says that the 
only hope for the Christian church will come “when 
a ceaseless search for truth has supplanted dog- 
matism.” This idea is a’ popular one; the changes 

tung. .upon it by. all who..ate.d s 
true Christianity. Dogmatism means conviction, ‘as- 
sufance, certainty. So that, according to this *5écu- 
lar writer, when Christianity abandons assuratice, 
certainty, conviction, and replaces infallible revela- 
tion from God with q futile hunt for something jthat 
is never found, Christianity will have come into her 
own. “Seek, and ye shall find,” said our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and the search is at an end when it finds. 
“I know whom I have believed,” exultantly cries 
Paul. The Modernist’s self-deluded and self-congrat- 
ulatory “ceaseless search for truth” fulfils, all un- 
consciously to himself, the New Testament prophecy 
that these last days would be characterized by false 
religious teachers who would be “ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
But those who have Christ have the Truth., 


‘fervent Amen, 


Not Clogged With Conditions 


gracious offers as “not being clogged with con- 
ditions.” Jt is a phrase which etches sharply 
the fear and constraint which attend many a life. 
To feel. that jone is always doing the wrong thing 
and that one’s attitude may be the incorrect one 
robs the Christian life of all grace and: freedom. 
Our religion instead of becoming a lift is one more 
load. Such a conception of our Christian life makes 
one live in a perfect straight-jacket of scruples and 
fears and fictitious tests. We walk anxiously as if 
amid concealed springs or traps and never know ease 
or freedom. Even the grant of great blessitigs is 
swiftly followed with such a sense of painful obli- 
gation that the feeling of blessing is very brief. 
Growing in grace ought to. be a getting used to 
the grace of God, but there; are some who, do what 
that they meet the condi- 
“morte, eenscious of them than they 


Precasious 0 ROBERTSON once spoke of God’s 


ate “of -any~grace Toot a always mars the joy 
a their. fon forgiveness, and of all else. In other words 
the Gospel comes to them all clogged with; condi- 
tions, and.not. least so even when they have done 
their best.” Whatever they .do .is. Spoiled by “the 
thought of how much better it might\have been’ done, 
and all the beautiful freeness and abandon of the 
Christian character is lost. 

This is a state which becomes so prevalent that 
psychologists are constantly €xercised with it,. taking 
up at last what Ghristianity dealt with at 'the very 
first. But the state has only to be described for us 
to realize that it is at least the clean contrary of all 


the atmosphere in which we move when we read 
the experiences in which people first came under 
the power of Christ. 

We ourselves have a strange tendency to clog 
these great, free, hearty offers with all kinds of con- 
ditions, questions, and difficulty. It is all so -as- 
tounding, anyway, that we almost’ feel we ought to 
do something to make them more logical and more 
deserved and clearer, and we only make them more 
confused. Our explanations often raise more ques- 
tions than they answer. Our very solicitude to save 
people from treating them too lightly makes us put 
safeguards around the tremendous promises until 
their warmth and comfort and spaciousness are all 
gone. An English preacher-says that you hardly ever 
hear a preacher coming oy out and saying that 
prayer will be answered.. The dignity and awifulness 
of his subject fs apt to make him feel that he ought 
to explain elaborately just how and under what cir- 
cumstarices it can be answered. “The one clear call 
for me” to pray is sodén made uncertain among 
the many qualifications. which occur. to us. .Too anx- 
ious lest ‘the truth of prayer’ should be degraded by 
Wanton: hands, we fay, hédge: it: around with suc 
difficultiés that no hands dare: touch it ‘at ‘alk It 
becomes. clogged : with conditions. How we glory in 
making them. 

In common life as well as in our relations with 
God the’ same propensity makes hard our intercourse 
with each other. There are people who cannot make 
a gift without annexing to it provisions and penal- 
ties and conditions which deprive it of most of its 
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beauty. Often an institution has to refuse a gift 
outright because the conditions attached are so oner- 
ous that, instead of helping, it just makes:one bur- 
den more. Others give to some good cause, but only 
after first entering on long criticisms of the cause 
and endless delays and discouragings. They cannot 
ladly trust as God trusts us when. he, gives us his 
help. We clog with weary conditions many of the 
services’ we render. We delay perhaps till. the 
worth of the service ‘may be cut in half. The 
heartier and handsomer a service is the more evan- 
gelical it is. 

Are we withholding some generous attitude until 
we can draw out the deservingness which it ought 
to meet? And doing so do we not dispel the grace 
and charm the service might have had just from the 
fact that it was undeserved? 
people to be more appreciative, or shall we do the 
very best that is in us, which is about the only 
chance there is of augmenting the amount of ap- 
reciation there is in the world? We may be miss- 
ing our very heart’s desire if we lend our help only 
after some needy cause has been brought up to a 
certain degree of efficiency. The costliest part of 
any undertaking is in bringing it up to that degree 
of efficiency and ouf life-long thankfulness goes to 
the one who comes in to our assistance just there. 
Basil Wilberforce one day at Westminster spoke 
about God’s help as “coming just where it is most 
wanted and just when it is most needed.” 

From all this clogging with conditions we turn 
with relief to those great kind offers of prophets, 
apostles, and Christ, and feel we are in a different 
climate at once. There are plenty of hard things 
to be done and undone, but that is not what we 
hear of most or first. If ever anybody had reason 
to name conditions it was Hosea, and he did name 
them, but without letting them clog the mighty 
stream of God’s lovingkindness and mercy. The 
important thing was that that stream should break 
every barrier down. “I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely; I will be as the dew unto 
Israel.” 

Sometimes we go into this question with ourselves 
and ask if we are becoming more hesitating and 
guarded in our general tone and attitude. Are we 
more hesitant than we used to be. about how far 
God. will go? and: more conscious of the limitations 
than of the great force of salvation? It was said 
some years ago, just before the Great War, ofa 
British, statesman, that each year he seemed now to 
have lost something of his old openness and was, clos- 


ing up as if he had learned to grow more suspicious. 
The old. frank, relations. .with . 


of his fellow-men. 
them were becoming more and.more. qualified. . Then 
the: conflict broke upon the .world: trust. :and_con- 
fidence between brothers became all-important, and 
his heart rose again’ into heights of* belief and ttust 
and ‘Venture which were ‘higher than any he had ever 
attained before. He has never gone back into the 
old distrust. 

Something like that comes to our help when we 
find our Christian lives, which used to be free and 
open, are now losing something of their old free- 
dom.: For even freedom is not given once for all 
but in many portions, and it is also something which 
we have to get used to. It does not aiways fit us at 
once nor does it fit us once for alk We have to 
grow into using larger measures of it, and thcre 
is often discemfort and embarrassment in getting 
into the statelier mansions of our souls. And what 
we all do need is some fresh experience of God 
which can be described just as Hosea described it. 
We crave some one who shall be to us “as the dew,” 
softening and relieving the whole ‘tenor of life, 
making its tension less, relaxing its strain, smooth- 
ing its wrinkles ‘out, replacing the dry attitude of 
caution with a genial openness and trust and fear- 
lessness. We do not need some one who will come 
naming ever more and more conditions till the Chris- 
tian life becomes impossible. It is we ourselves who 
clog life with conditions, and with our own thoughts 
limit God as to what he can do. 

Often we have supposed that by these qualifica- 
tions we would keep ourselves from imposing on 
the Divine help; it seemed a sort of reverence toward 
our Father in heaven. But probably our greatest 
reverence is in opening up every avenue which will 
let him do what he wishes to do in our lives, and 
that is never to frighten or cramp or chill. Yet we 
do think up almost instinctively situations in which 
God's free help may not work. As the saintly Bishop 
Moule once said, the very soul that longs 
life will yet dread lest if it come it may come with 
exactions and inflictions and so the free swing and 
glad release which are the best evidences of a true 
Christian experience are prevented. Our best wis- 
dom is to fill ourselves full of the great promises 
and offers again, pay no attention for a long time 
to the exceptions to the great rules, let them wait, 
act as quickly and constantly as we can on the great 
promptings, and leave the mistakes pretty much to 
themselves, or better still leave them to God. . Au- 
gustine, who once stood in danger of having his 
great free life all clogged with conditions, once for 
all cut the knot and advised others to take boldly 
higgown way of deliverance as he cried, “Love God 
and do what you please.” 


Shall we wait for. 


or more - 
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Should We Hate Filth? 


I love my work most of the time, but sometimes 
I almost hate it when some awful, filthy case comes in, 
as happened this week.. A beggar woman was picked 
up in front of our gaté. I have never seen a human 
being as filthy. I looked at her and I thought surely 
this is one of the very “least of these,” and I must 
confess I did not feel much of a thrill in ministering 
unto “the least of these.” Of course, I felt sorry for 
her, and I wanted to see her helped, but everything in 
me shrank from touching- her. aie 5 

I know I am going to overcome this some’ day, but I 
wish I-did- not hate filth so. >I wish «I -could -fealize 
that that. poor creature was just as precious in His 
sight ‘as the most cultured person. I know He. sees 
the soul and not the body, but it is hard for me to 
separate them.—A’ Medical Missionary in China. 


God dées not want us to love filth, He does 
not want us to like filth. He wants us to hate it. 
He wants‘us to be sensitive to it. The Spirit-filled, 
victorious Christian is more sensitive than any one 
else to the things that are contrary to God’s own 
nature; and there is no filth in God! For the vic- 
torious, Spirit-filled life is “the life that is Christ,” 
and it is lived in the sensitiveness of God. There- 
fore no child of God ought ever to say, “I wish I 
did not hate filth.’ But the miracle. comes: im just 
here: that, while hating filth and. everything . else 
that -is repulsive to God, we are not irritated by. it; 
we are not made impatient by. it; we are not made 
unloving by it; it is powerless to cause us to lose our 
peace, our joy, our love. Such a Christian can then 
take a poor, needy creature who is covered with filth, 
and minister with the love and tenderness of God 
to that one, not hesitating to touch even the filth if 
by so doing a ministry can be rendered. And in the 
midst of the squalor and unpleasantness .of the actual 
contact the life will be filled with “joy unspeakable 
and full of glory,” the Holy Spirit will be shedding 
abroad in the heart the love of God, and great thanks- 


‘giving'and praise will be ‘welling up in the heart and 


overflowing for -this* priceless: privilege ‘of * ministry. 

All -this‘is*a miracle: “No human--will power can 
bring’ it eh poe But ’it is the miracle of: the Gospel 
which the’ Lord’ JesusChrist died and ‘rosé again to; 


accomplish; ‘Tt fs just normal Christianity; ‘any other: 


kind js‘abnormal:: It is-had:when.we yield our: very: 
being:te the: Lord;:and then tnust-him wholly: for: this 


‘and every other. needed miracle :in our. spiritual: life. 


Then. our. Lord:.delights te share with us:his own 
very life,:and others are blessed by him: through -us. 


at 


The Fundamentals Conference and the 
International Sunday School Association 


As reported in The Sunday School Times’ of 
July 22 and 29, a resolution adopted by the :recent 
Conference on Christian Fundamentals at Los An- 
geles was based on a misunderstanding of the facts. 
The resolution condemned .the “proposed . union. of 
the International Sunday School Association with 





Who Won the Gold Prizes 


te hundred and wae dollars in gold were 
offered to readers of Sunday School Times 
in the issue of June 17, as prizes for manuscripts on five 
important subjects relating to Sunday-school work, 
twenty-five dollars to be awarded for the best manu- 
script. in competition. How the 244 aa 
received were divided, numerically and phically, 
was told in the issue of August 5, under the title “‘ How 
Many and From Where Come the Pr:ze Contestants ?” 
It has been no easy matter to pick the winners, for the. 
competition has beeu close, and has: demanded the most 
careful weighing by the judges of~all the “ points.” The 
prizes aw: ‘or the five subjects assigned are as follows: 
1.—"* How I Prepare my Lesson for Teaching,” Mrs. G. 
A. Stead, Owatonna, Minn. 
2.—"* How I Teach the Lesson in Cless,” Miss N. Grace 
Cooledge, Greenfield, Mass. 


3.—** What Makes a Good County Sunday-school Con- 
vention ?” S, F. Wenger, Dudley, Ill. 


4.—* What Our School Gained from a Convention,”” Miss 
Lella A. Clark, Macon, Ga. 

5.—“How We Won and Held a Large Attendance,” Mrs. 
i. D. Morgan, Tifton, Ga. 

These prize manuscripts will be published in the Ways 
of Working Department of The Sunday School Times 
du:ing the fall and winter, together withta number of the 
choicest of the rest of the articles submitted; all of the 
prize winners and_ other accepted articles will later be 
issued in book or booklet form. 
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the thoroughly Unitarian and rationalistic ‘Religious 

ucation Association.’” It was explained in. The 
qmer School Times that the Internatidnal Sunday 
School Association has not made or contemplated 
any union with the Religious Education sssocia- 
tion. When this unintentional error was called to 
the attention of Dr. W. B. Riley, Chairman of the 
Committee on [Fundamentals] ~ Conferences, -Dr. 


Riley wrote a full and most satisfactory expression . 


of regret, in the following letter. In*view. of the 
reat debt that Sunday-school workers Owe to the 
hristian Fundamentals Association, it is a matter 
of thanksgiving that the leaders in this Association 
and sound Sunday-school workers everywhere can 
work together in whole-hearted understanding and 
co-operation. Dr. Riley’s ietter follows: 


“I want to personally acknowledge obligation to 
The Sunday School Times for having called ‘attention 
to, and given us a chance to correct, the mistake 
in the series of resolutions adopted at the Fourth 
Annual meeting of the Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation. S 
ity for that mistake. In reading the daily press-on 
the trains between Kansas City and Los eles, I 
got the impression that the Religious Education As- 
sociation was involved in the merger. 


ports were not clear, and second, to the circumstance 
that I had read but a short time ago a. very hearty 


approval of the eg ae Education Association as: 


an educational asset 
day School authority. 

‘I am glad, however, to know thet it was a mistake, 
and that the International Association has not linked 
itself with the Religious Education Association, nor 
in any wise set its approval. upon the same. 

“While writing, I want to express the conviction 
that both in view of the existence of the Religious 
Education Association and its Unitarian tendencies, 
and the. fact that ‘religious education’ may meat 
anything from the most desirable to the. most un- 
desirable result, conservatives everywhere will adopt 
the term ‘Christian Education,’ as .that is what they. 
mean, and refuse to employ or recognize the phrase- 
ology of any Kansas City resolutions, as reported, 
favoring the other term. It is heartening to know 
that the overwhelming majority of delegates at Kan- 
sas City favored the descriptive term ‘Christian’ ‘as. 
against ‘religious,’ 

“We hope, 
your paper.to outline the plans of the 


rom a high International Sun- 


columns o 


Christian Fundamentals ‘Association: fer the coming.. 


year,”.. eb sakpe ti 
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Why Did the Ark Lose 
Part of Its Contents? 


In Hebrews 9:4 we are told that the.ark of -the 
covenant contained the golden pot of ‘manna, Aaron’s 
rod that budded, and the two tables of the Testimony. 
In a Chronicles 5:10, we read, “There was nothing in 
the ark save the two tables of stone that Moses put 
therein.” I have found many apparent contradictions 
and discrepancies in the Bible that have yielded to 
study and have cleared up, but this one is too diffi- 
cult for me. I have found in Exodus 18 where Moses 
instructed Aaron to lay up the pot of manna before 
the testimony, and in Numbers 17:10 where Moses laid 
up the rod that budded before the testimony, but can- 
not find any authority for the author of the Hebrew 
letter saying that they were inside the ark. I shall 
appreciate it very much if you can throw. some light 
upon this question.—An Iowa Reader. 


If God’s Word says that the pot of manna and 
Aaron’s rod had been in the ark, that is sufficient to 
establish the fact to all of us, like the Iowa reader, 
who believe in the inerrancy of the inspired Scrip- 
tures. ‘In the passage in Hebrews it is written, 
“Wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 
Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the cove- 
nant.” 

Confirmatory testimony are the statements in 1 
Kings 8:9 and 2 Chronicles 5:10 that there was 
nothing else in the ark at the time it was removed 
into the new temple than the two tables of stone. 
Why should this statement be twice made in the Old 
Testament if there was not missing from the ark 
in the temple some of the contents that had been in 
the ark in the tabernacle? _ 

In commenting on the Sunday-school lesson “The 
Building of the; Temple” (1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66), in 
The Sunday School Times of August 21, 1920, Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas said- on this passage: “Per- 
haps it meant that there was no longer a need of the 
memorials of the wilderness life.” The pot of manna 
and the rod that budded were:memorials of this nature. 
In his Annotated Bible (Vol. 2, Joshua to Chren- 
icles, Our Hope Publication Office, New York, $1.50) 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein says: “The rod was the emblem 
of the priestly grace which had accompanied them 
on their journey, and the manna was their food in 
the wilderness. . . . They would not have been in 
keeping with the reign of glory and peace, as well 
as the rest, they now enjoyed.” : 

But the testimony itself —the two tables of stone 
— was permanent, and it alone appears in the ark at 
this time. 
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a Christian man who wanted to see things for 

himself took a train to a certain town in 
Wales, and as soon as he had alighted from the train 
he stepped up to a constable in blue uniform and 
asked, “Can you tell me where the Welsh revival 
is 


The big fellow in uniform lifted up his head, 
threw back his shoulders, tapped his broad chest and 
said,-“The Welsh revival, sir, is under these buttons.” 

The s eaker who told this incident at Stony Brook 
looked his audience full in the face as he asked, 
“Have you a revival there?” And many a heart 
fervently responded, “Yes, praise God, I have!” <A 
day or two after the conference had closed one of 
the men who had been there asked some of his co- 
workers in his office,—they’ had also attended the 
“Do you know where the Victorious Life 
Conference is? Right under these buttons.” For 
the blessings that were received at Stony Brook were 
not left there. 


Dice: the Welsh revival of some years ago 


God did utterly new things at this tenth annual 


summer conference of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
held July 15- 2% hn Stony Brook, Long Island, N. 

It is worth while to look back a little and see why 
and how God brought these things to pass. 

At last summer's conferences the members of the 
Council were convinced that God would have them 
accept their prayer stewardship for this work in a 
deeper way than ever before, and that part of this 
must be the setting apart a time, every month, for 
a week-end retreat in prayer and study for the work 
of the Testimony. Beginning last autumn, therefore, 
the Council has had such week-end meetings monthly, 
going Saturday afternoon to a little cabin in the 
pine woods of New Jersey, as guests of the Chairman 
and his wife, Mr. and “ Harvey Borton, and 
spending Saturday pel ‘and all day Sunday in 
prayer, meditation, the see ng, a of God’s will for the 
work, and the reaching necessary conclusions as to 
the work. These meetings, commencing in October, 
were held every month until.and including June, with 
the exception of gopusey when the annual Winter 
Conference in Philadelphia replaced the other meet- 
ing. This plan made possible a continuance in prayer 
and a listening to God throughout the year that would 
have been possible in no other way. 

In immediate preparation for the Stony Brook 
Conference the Council believed God would have 
them go to Stony Brook twenty-four hours before 
the opening meeting, and take much time Friday eve- 
ning and Saturday in prayer. THis was done, —it 
had never been done before. 

As one after another prayed in this pre-conference 
prayer time, they found themselves calling upon God 
to do some entirely new thing. A _ conviction was 
given that they must_ask God for this, and that God 
was going to do it. Yet no one could say what 
that new thing was to be. They only knew that their 
hearts were hungering for something new, some- 
thing far beyond the best that had yet been received. 

At the opening meeting of the conference, Satur- 
day night, the Rev, Howard B. Dinwiddie, Secretary 
of the Testimony, told of the amazing things the Holy 
Spirit had done last winter in Central America. God 
had worked there, as so often in other mission 
fields, in a way in which he seldom seems to work in 
so-called Christian lands. Souls. were saved, and 
they and backslidden Christians -were convicted, 
cleansed, energized in the fulness of the Holy Spirit, 
so that the meetings were like those described in the 
Book of Acts. It was a heart-touching, heart-hun- 
gering story; it made us who were at Stony Brook 
‘wonder why we could not have Central America 
blessings on Long Island. It made us ask for them. 
And God hears hungering prayers. 

Sunday morning at seven o'clock, an hour before 
breakfast, there assembled those , who were ready 
to-“rise up early in the morning” to meet God, — 
and they were a the first of the daily morn- 
ing prayer hours. by day these early morning 
praver-meetings were ay Be conducted by the chair- 
man of the conference but led by the Holy Spirit. 
They were marked by entire freedom, informality, 
and conscious closeness of fellowship in Christ. A 
bit of Scripture would be read; hymns would be 
sung; prayers and praises were offered as the Spirit 
prompted ; a few special prayer requests were read 
and: remembered ; and the hour always passed all too 
quickly. But, oh, the heart-searching longing and 
entreaty, and again tenderness and praise and thanks- 
giving that were revealed in those early morning 
prayers! They made a preparation for each day 
that could have been had in no other way. 

At nine o'clock that first Lord’s Day morning the 
Rev. Gordon Watt, of Scotland, gave the first of his 
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“All Things New’ at Stony Brook Conference 


When the Old Gospel brought its Ever New Results at Victorious Life meetings 
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Plans have been prayerfully made for some time 
past to lish, next autumn, a volume containing 
the | messages of the Victorious Life Con- 
parc of 1922. They are being stenographically 
reported by Miss Bessie E. Stockwell, who was 
formerly the Rev. Paul Rader’s secretary and 
whose experience in such work is exceptional. A 
few of the addresses will be published, from time 
to time, in The Sunday School Times this autumn; 
St eee ceeerne eaeipacel! Wa the contents of 
the complete report, which will make a volume 
costing probably in the nei of $1 -50,— 
fuller information as to details will be given later. 
Meantime orders for the 1922 Victorious. Life 
Conference Report may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company ; they will be filed, and the 
orders will be filled when the volume is ready in 
the late autumn. 








The Rev. Gordon Watt, of Scotland, writes : 


HE Victorious Life Conference at Stony Brook, 1922, 
the always stand out in one’s memory as expressive of 

e, plenty, and power. The place of Conference ig 
Pier ll of Coe, ae on hes Sere for week 
e sap and intercession could be imagined. One felt 
ing meeting an atmosphere in which a teal work 

af the ‘he Tia’ Spirit was blessedly possible. 


The kindness and brotherliness of those who were re- 
sponsible for the Conference was one of the t factors 
in creating a spirit of love and spiichinaetean, while 





throughout the week one realized how easy it was for one 
to converse with another, in expressing the on the 
heart, and the deep needs of the life. 

What contributed largely to the i which 
the days was the spirit bre Conk ever rey the 
chief feature of all iene ol this hopeful 


aoa movement! Council be -graciously 

ced Otel, Spo hs manifestly been, to 

and during the Conference, in 

y says great ocean of prayer in the Spi The daily meeting 

of at ee and speakers, “ the vg of grace, ee 
a great prized opportu urely its value was recognize 

inten s which pot home to all hearts through the 

conviction of the Holy Spirit in relation to a Victorious 

Life, its spring, its possibilities, and responsibilities. 

A source of real helpfulness throughout the Conference 
was the happy ,co- agneipe of all It was clear 
that they meant business for God. nn life, so full 
of enthusiasm, so ready in its response to the high call of 
God for devotion of spirit in His service, makes this move- 
ment to glow with splendid possibilities for the future of the 
country and the regions beyond. 

Needless to say, the missionary spirit was strongly in evi- 
dence, and reached a climax of quiet, deep, holy expression 
os Se eee ae eye ee upon the altar in ‘surrender to 


The Victorious Life Testimony stands to-da 
and vital facts; and is aiming at the translation 
eo a ing the lives of many. That it is re- 
quir is proved present appalli apostasy.in so many 
churches, and by the easy con el too many profess- 
ing Christians with a superficial knowledge and experience 
of what Christian living means. 

In the Stony Brook Conference the Lord Jesus hs 
was honored from first to last. The presence and 


of the Holy Spirit were felt, and men and women wank 
forth from these | feasts with a deeper devotion: and 
gratitude to the Father for ‘his marvellous, infinite 


grace in his Beloved Son. 

One other matter impressed one, and that was the hymn 
book of the Conference (* Victorious Life oe ww ") leis 
a fine collection, admirably suited to various kinds = peer 
ings The song service was a source of great helpful to 


Under God the Victorious Life Testimony has a , geet. 
part to play in strengthening the faith of believers, qu 


sa ae cy bag scan per experiences of grace, and 
leading them into a larger con n of the power of God, 


©) “ © and more consecrated activities for Him in the 








unforgettable series of suition of the Cross of Christ. 
Each morning of the eight days, and again at the 
closing service, Mr. Watt brought from the Word 
of God treasures new and old on the cross. If. one 
wonders how it were possible to give nine extended 
addresses to the same audience of Christians and 
always on the single theme of the cross, one has 
yet to gain new blessings from the great central 


theme of the entire Bible. Mrs. Watt also brought 
great blessing to the conference. through her personal 
ministries and intercession. 

“The starting-point of the Victorious Life,” 
Mr. Watt that morning, “is the crucifixion with 
Christ. ... Our crucifixion with nae is as complete 
a fact as his crucifixion for us. ... You conquer your 
sin, not. by srugsting::s with it; "not by fighting it: 
but by dying wit The cross is a fact; and 
you and I may make it a "factor itt@defeating Satan.” 

At the preaching service Sunday morning Dr. John 
F. Carson, President of the Stony Brook Assembly, 
spoke on the Glorified Christ of Revelation. There 
had been conviction and prayer that there ought to 
be held up at this conference, not primarily a bless- 
ing, not. primarily an experience, but the Victorious 
Christ. God answered this prayer in Dr. Carson’s 
message. 

In Dr. Carson’s message of welcome to the con- 
ference he said some unexpected things, which God 
made a great encouragement to: those who were there: 


said 


We welcome you because of what you stand for. You 
stand for the great fundamental truths of our Christian 
faith, and for those truths incarnated in character and ex- 
pressed in conduct. 

You have been with us four years, and there has never 
been an uncertain note struck, and there has never been 
an umnappreciative act done. You have come in rainy 
weather. Oh, do you not remember some of those storms? 
You have come when we were unprepared to receive you. 
Do you not remember what you had to put up with some- 
times? You have come under conditions sometimes that 
were most unpleasant, and yet I want to say that never 
have we heard a word of criticism from anybody who at- 
tended the Victorious Life Conference. 

When you first came we were a little bit nervous about 
you. We were very uncertain about you because we hal 
heard so many things about your method of teaching on 
the Victorious Life from those with whom we had had 
fellowship. and in whose opinion we had a great deal of 
confidence. We heard a great deal said about the over- 
emphasis on the experience and the under-emphasis on 
the truth,—so many things we heard that we debated 
a long time when the suggestion was first made to us 
that the Victorious Life Testimony be invited to held 
its conference at Stony Brook. 

We took a venture in faith; and you came. I wanted 
to see and hear and know; and I saw, and I heard, and I 
knew that the Victorious Life Conferesce in its method 
and its teaching was true to God’s Word, and that you 
were doing a mighty, mighty work that I would God was 
done in every church in our country. The jmpression of 
the first conference has been deepened by all the subse- 
quent conferences, and I hail with the greatest thanks- 
giving to God your coming to Stony Brook. 


Sunday afternoon there was Sunday-school; and 
at four o’clock a meeting for prayer that God might 
search out hearts and show personal need. This 
was another time of quiet waiting before God. 

At the Sunday twilight vesper service in the open 
air, Mr. Charles A. Blatchley, of the Coyncil, told 
of the wonders of answered prayer in the experience 
of a group of five young people who had gone to 
the Victorious Life Conference two summers ago, 
when there had been the strongest kind of opposition 
in their local church to their going. It seemed im- 
possible for them to attend; yet one by one, simply 
in answer to prayer, the granite blocks of opp9Osition 
were removed; and when that group of five young 
people returned to their home church all five had vol- 
unteered their lives to the Lord for service in the 
mission field. One has sailed for Korea this summer. 
Others are in training and eager to go. 

Sunday night Mr. Trumbull spoke on the new 
thing that many were now asking and confidently 
expecting God to do at this conference, and in the 
church, and in the world. Ecclesiastes 1: 1-10 showed 
man’s hopelessness of finding any “new thing under 
the sun.” Isaiah 43: 18-21 showed God’s call, “Re- 
member ... not the former things, neither consider 
the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; 

this people have I formed for myself; they shall 
show forth my praise.” 

The startlingly new things that Satan is doing to- 
day in the world, as. never before in his h&tory, 
were brought out as over against these utterly new 
things God is ag and* purposes to do; the new 
experiences in the life of God’s Chosen People the 
Jews, different from anything they have known sirice 
they crucified Christ; the new and venomous strength 
and attacks of the modern apostasy against the “faith 
once for all delivered”; and on the other hand the 
new boldness and clearness of movements testifying 
to the faith, such as the Bible Union of China and 
other groups of true Christians the world around. 

Mr. Charles E. Hurlburt, of the Africa Inland 
Mission, was quoted as having said recently to the 
Council at one of its monthly retreats that he be- 
lieved God was going to work now with startling 
swiftness, in the short time that remains before the 
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return of our Lord; and that God is looking here, 
there, everywhere among his people for Christian 
individuals and groups who will*let God use thém in 
utterly new ways, with stupendous power and light- 
ning-like rapidity. : : ; 
Sappoee this should be the last Victorious Life 
Conference held, the speaker asked, before the Lord’s 
return? It may not be; or it may be. But shall 
we not yield ourselves to our Lord as thoygh we 
knew it were, and let him do all that he would for 
us and in us and through us, before the night cometh 
when no man can work? And it was shown that the 
new thing God freely offers is the ever new life in 
Christ Jesus, resulting in a new experience of God’s 
grace and power every day, a new Bible, —old, 
but with ever new meaning; a new prayer life; a 
new service for the Lord; a new missionary vision 
that includes the whole world and especially those 
pioneer fields into which no missionaries have yet 
gone. : 

After this closing meeting of the first Lord’s Day 

rious delegates together in small prayer groups, 
or .a few minutes together before the silver-toned 
cornet of Addison Raws, of Keswick Grove, sounded 
the good-night hymn. These evenin prayer groups 
were a the real battleground of the confeér- 
ence. There God got to close grips with many a 
life. In the prayer group of girls led by Mrs. Bor- 
ton that Sunday night, when she asked how man 
there had fully surrendered their lives to the Lord, 
there was one hand that was not raised; and God 
had an opportunity to do a convicting work that 
had been begun months before, and that was coming 
to such a fruition that the story of this particular 
“new thing” in Christ will have to be told in a later 
issue of The Sunday School Times, in an ediorial on 
“How She Found Christ.” 

On Monday morning, in addition to the daily 
meetings that had begun on Sunday, the first of 
the mission study groups were held, under the Rey, 
S. ‘Emmet Stephens, of Tsing Tao, China, studying 
missions in China; Max I. Reich, on Israel, and He- 
brew evangelization; the Rev. Edwin E. Calverley, 
of Kuwait, Persian Gulf, Arabia, on missions in 
Arabia; the Rev. L. L. Legters, on missions to the 
Indians; and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, on India. Here 
again, as in the prayer groups, the experiences. were 
unique and rich, each’ mission study leader making 
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such a contribution to the blessings of the conference 
as could have come in no other way, and lives be- 
ing reached by the “Lord of the harvest” for thrust- 
ng ont into the whitened fields. . 

he first of the daily studies in the Victorious Life, 
iven by Mr. Trumbull, began at the foundations in 
‘The }, Ace of Death,” and showed how our worst 
enemy died in our Best Friend. He told of the 
prayer one of the members of the conference had 
made that day: “Now, Lord, let them see something 
new in me,” and then how the prayer was changed 
to, “Let them see Some One new!” For Christ 
himself is always new. 

so .he week went on. As the hours and days 

passed new and unexpected wonders of blessing be- 
gan to appear. Such praying was done as had prob- 
ably never been done before during one of these con- 
ferences. The Prayer Room, back of the auditorium, 
was constantly in use by individuals or twos or threes 
who were irresistibly impelled to go there and lay 
hold of God because he had laid hold on them. Every 
day after the midday meal the speakers, Council 
members, prayer group leaders, and Young People’s 
Auxiliary met together to pray for God’s continuing 
guidance and increasing blessing upon the confer- 
ence. 

The presence of young and older men at this con- 
ference was noticeable. a 
the conferences, but this year found them there in 
larger numbers. One of vesper services was led 
by one of the young women, and the message was 
given by another girl, telling of her new blessing of 
a few months before through surrender to the Lord. 
Then the meeting was open for testimony from other 
young people who might wish to speak,—and not 
a girl had a chance, for one after another stalwart, 
athletic young fellows sprang to their feet to tell what 
the Lord Jesus Christ was meaning to them. 

Another of the noticeable new things this year was 
the fact that so few persons, at the close of a meet- 
ing, rushed up to a speaker. to tell him what a bless- 
ing he had been to them. The addresses were. a 
blessing; God was anointing and using speakers as 
never before; and the evidence of this was the fact 
that people forgot. the speakers and saw only the 
Lord. At the close of a meeting people went away 
to tell the Lord how they thanked Him. 


(To be concluded next week.) 
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With General Feng and His Men : 


By. Captain Hartley Holmes, R.G.A. ~ 








They have always been at 


AUGUST 12, 1922 


‘Before they broke off I noticed a horizontal bar be- 
hind us and laughingly did a few stunts on the bar 


‘and asked thém to do some for me. The officers then 


came forward and took off their coats and did some 
truly wonderful feats, 

These are the men who only a few days before had 
defeated a force ten.times their number. Their only 
answer as. to how it was done is that it was answered 
prayer. 

Later on the General had a conference with his 
officers regarding the formation of an Officers’ Chris- 
tian Union amongst themselves, but I have not had 
the results yet, - 

Prayer certainly changes things, and I was certainly 
thankful, when our train was held up by some brigands 
some one hundred and fifty. miles from our destina- 
tion, and my missionary friend, who had been through 
it all before, assured me it was going to be a bad 
business, that that very day special prayers were made 
for me. My friend had left me with the luggage, to 
look after his Red Cross supplies when the bandits 
boarded the train. After slipping all my bank notes 
between my sock and my shoe, and my watch down 

umbrella, I procteded to look to God and his 

ord fer some assurance that I had not come on a 
wild goose chase in view of what all would say if I 
were carried off and held at a ransom. Had I not just 
had tea with Dr. Howard Taylor, who had given 
me anything but a pleasant account of being a com- 
panion of brigands? And they did look a blood- 
thirsty lot! . 

Well, my eyes fell at once on “He hath delivered 
me out of the hand of the violent man,” and I just 
felt it was God’s gracious message not to worry, so 
I gave them all Gospels and made friends with cer- 
tainly one who was so very interested in the pictures. 
I couldn’t help smiling when we came to the’ picture 
of the poor man who fell among thieves on the road 
to Jericho! I did so hope that would touch his heart, 
and I really—believe it did. ; 

My bandit friends came back after a while to say 
that they were not going to rob us, after all. They 
were sending on two of their number for some nego- 
tiations. 

Later: Japan has been more wonderful still. Eleven 
officers met me to-day and decided on a Japanese Offi- 
cers’ Christian Union; such a keen Naval Captain; 
Christian for twenty years, is Secretary. Do pray 
they may be mightily used of God. 


Toxyo, JAPAN. oe 








- The Little Sermon |: — 


By Henry W. (Frost, D.D. 








In a letter to the Editor from Tokyo, June | 1, Captain Holmes said: ‘‘Eleven officers mét me to-day, and decided 
on a Japanese Officers’ Christian Union; such a keen naval captain, a Christian for twenty years, is secretary. 
Do pray that'they may be mightily used of God.** 


at a most interesting time. . L got here ‘safely 

the night before last in spite of the unsettled 
state of the country, and to see what I have been 
privileged to see of what God has wrought in the 
hearts of these hitherto heathen idolaters ‘has cer- 
tainly been worth the journey. No one can say that 
real Chrisfianity is not. practical, after you see it put 
into practise in such a whole-hearted fashion, by these 
who have so recently come out of the darkness that 
can be felt, into God's light and love. 

This city{ Kaifeng, is the capital of the Province 
of Honan, and has only been in the hands of the 
Christian Generai Feng a few days. Already there 
is a sense of calm and quiet about it which makes it 
difficult to believe that it has so recently gone through 
the experience that it has. The enormous walls lead- 
ing from the outer to the inner gate have been all 
plastered over and whitewashed, and as I passed out 
there were men already painting texts in large Chinese 
characters. Backed up by the consistent life of the 
officers and men, this ought soon to dispel some of 
the darkness of these people. 

.The first Sunday the General, who, by the way, is 
now the Governor of this large. province, gave. an 
address for nearly an hour, telling the story of his 
conversion, to an audience of somé six hundred people. 
He said there was. only one reason why he was not 
a robber bandit to-day, and that was the grace of 
God in his heart. 

He “losed with a straight word to the Christians, 
“To him that knoweth to do good and doeth. it not, 
to him it is sin.” The.singing was conducted by his 
own trained choir of Christian soldiers. -You can 
imagine how thankful: the Christian community is at 
all this. It will make all the difference to missionary 
werk. There is already a splendid work being carried 
on under Bishop White, with whom I am staying, 
and evangelistic and medical work by the China: In- 
land Mission.. The hospital ‘has been ‘the: -gréatest 
boon to the hundreds of_ soldiers who have been 
brought in from the battlefields about twénty miles 
away. Quite a‘large number, of doctors, and: nurses 
have come from other centers, Watching the: X-ra 
at work .was interesting... In each case a photograp 


° 


H=: I am in the heart of China ‘and certainly 


was taken by a Chinese assistant and developed the 
next moment. 

I was glad to give the balance of the 10,000 ‘illus- 
trated Gospel portions to the China Inland Mission 
lady in the hospital, who had wired for some which 
had not arrived. ‘The men received them so gladly. 
One of General Feng’s officers, shot through the chest, 
was worth going miles to see. I had learned a few 
sentences to say in giving away leaflets at the various 
stations, where there are always soldiers, and at the 
name of Jesus his face fairly lit up. He pointed to 
heaven and then to his heart, repeating that Name 
with a smile that was certainly of the other world. 

At the interview with General Feng the night I ar- 
rived it was arranged I should speak to his officers 
and men the following afternoon. Yesterday. at 2 
P. M. they were all waiting for me, both officers and 
men. The officer in charge was such a keen Christian. 
Through an interpreter I was asked to “carry on,” 
so after prayer and the reading-of a portion of the 
Bible, L reminded them what we all are by nature, 
with a short account of my own conversion, .and 
then what we are by the grace of God. I couldn’t 
help being struck by the number who pulled out their 
pocket Testaments, and looked up the references, while 
note-books. and pencils were used by the ‘majority. 

Occasional questions showed that they were follow- 
ing. I really believe they have a clearer idea of the 
Atonement than many in so-called Christian univetsi- 
ties in England and America. In telling of Martin 
Luther’s interview with the Devil and being reminded 
of his sinful past, and shown the sins in writing, I 
asked who could tell me what it was that Luther 
wrote over the lot, which proved too much for the 
Devil. Immediately a, soldier shouted out from the 
back, “The blood of Christ.”- And by their faces 
some of these men know not only the secret of for- 
giveness, but victory. 

A section of -the choir was there, and Ff got them 
to sing for:me and it was a treat. But they are 
always singing. Just after parade I was going in to 
tea,:-when I heard more singing. I. ran into another 
courtyard to find them just finishing singing grace 
prior to: their tea, after which they bowed their heads 
and prayed together. : 


" Direct for North America of the China Inland Mission 

















Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes 
and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to 
do them, that ye may live, and go in.and possess the 


land which the Lord God of your fathers giveth yo 


(Deut. 4:1). 


T IS remarkable how much space is given in the 

Old Testament to the recording of God’s exhorta- 
tions to Israel to keep his statutes and judgments. 
If such is a token of the divine estimate of things, 
the observing of these same statutes and judgments 
was considered b  maaat as the most central and 
essential affair | ife. To keep them was to live. 
Not to keep them was to die. So, literally, it was 
a life and death matter whether or not Israel was to 
take heed and obey. . 

Following out this line of thought, it is evident 
that God conditioned his blessing and cursing upon 
this matter, and upon it alone. Whether in earlier 
or later times, Israel fared well or ill exactly to the 
degree that the nation played fast or loose with God's 
commandments.. - One sees vast armies marching 
against Jerusalem, sometimes from. Egypt, at other 
times from Babylonia, and at still other times. from 
Assyria, and one comes to the conclusion that it is 
simply the old game of national ambition and greed, 
and thus of war. We say, in consequence, that Is- 
rael was caught, again and again, between the ‘> 
and nether millstones of the nations, and hence, like 
many another intermediate and small nation, was 
crushed. But this is history as seen and written by 
man, — say, some Wells,—and not by God. When 
he writes the record, he speaks of sin and disobe- 
dience, and especially of the neglect. of his words and 
commandments. To him, this is the background ‘of 
his action, the sufficient and efficient ‘cause of his 
judgment, the sole explanation of marching armies, 
besieged gates, broken down walls, the slaughter of 
men, women, and children, and, finaliy, the faraway 
captivity of those who have remained. God’s thought 
thus always went behind appearances, superficial con- 
clusions: and second causes. In every case, he sdw 
and spoke of the thing which lay at the heart of the 
matter, which was Israel’s relationship to the word 
which he had spoken. If the nations kept that word, 
they were spared; if they did not, they were pun- 
ished ; let them repent and return to that word, they 
were forgiven and restored; let them continue to de- 
spise it, they were continually and increasingly dealt 














‘and such a 


Lesson for August 27 
Nehemiah 1: 1-11 


with in judgment. This is the real and true explana- 
tion of Israel’s national history. None other fits the 
facts of the case; but this does. And hence, this 
is the explanation of Israel’s last afd long disper- 
sion, which has lasted now for nearly two thousand 
ears. In the day of her visitation she despised the 

oly Scriptures (Acts 13:27), and she has brought 
upon herself in consequence God’s wrath. 

The story is an old and familiar one. But _some- 
how, the lesson seems never to be learned. Has the 
church learned it? If she had, would there be at 











Ways of Working in School and Church 


Making a wonder box, and othe. plans 
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present so many neglected Bibles, broken down family 
altars, and preachers preaching modernism and sensa- 
tionalism? No, the church is going the same old 
Jewish way, to the peril of her soul and life. Pres- 
ently, if she does.not repent and. turn back to God’s 
statutes and commandments, she will be face to face 
with black and terrible judgments. Oh, that she 
would repent, meditate upon the sacred Scriptures, 
take heed to them in precept and practise, and thus 
be spared! : 
Princeton, N. J. 











By Hugh Cork, “*” pf,Workisc 
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NCE when’ it seemed necessary to find some- 
thing that would keep the Kindergarten Sab- 
bath-school in the teachers’ minds during the 
week and to add interest to the work, the “wonder 
box” was invented. Ce 
It was simply this: A box 10 x 10x 4 inches, made of 
cardboard, and covered with brown paper. The 
words “Wonver Box” were written on the cover. 
It looked very much like an ordinary stationery box, 
box ‘would answer the purpose very well 
if it seems difficult to make one. Some of the teachers 
drew or pasted flowers or birds on their boxes to 
make them more attractive. 


All the week as they thought and studied their 


lesson and considered how best they could teach it, 
they would collect and put in the box articles that 
would help them: best to illustrate the points of the 
lesson. This prevented the hurry and the scurry to 
find something suitable at the very last minute. The 
box should always contain a pencil, a box of colored 
crayons, a little pad for notes, and a few pieces of 
drawing paper. Other things may be changed as 
necessary from week to week. 

At the beginning of the kindergarten lessons on 
Sunday morning, this box rests peacefully in the 
teacher’s lap. She talks tc the children for nearly 
five minutes, or until interest begins to wane just a 
little. Then she asks them to guess what the won- 
der box contains this time. From the story of the 
lesson given that far they may be able to guess; but 


_ the wonder box is opened .and reveals, for instance, 


a paper angel cut from gilt paper, a paper Abraham, 
or a clay modeling of the baby Moses in a basket, 
some pretty flowers, a woolly sheep, pictures of chil- 
dren, toothpicks for men, clothespins dressed like 
people, animals -modeled from clay, cut-out pictures, 
or any other device that may seem proper for illus- 
trating the lesson. If the teacher desires to make a 
few colored marks or to let the children do s0, 
which is better, the crayons are handy. The pencil 
is ready to mark the record book, and this saves con- 
fusion, 

It really looks nice to see these wonder boxes cOm- 
ing to church along with the ee, one the hymn- 
book.—Uthai Vincent Wilcox, Washington, D. C. 


oe 
Your School Can Do This 


ERE is on innovation I had the pleasure of in- 

troducing in our Sunday-school. I sent the school 
to the various classes and the teachers stood in their 
respective places before these classes. The super- 
intendent taps a bell, and after everything is quiet 
says: “Let us pray.” Then after a moment of silent 
prayer some teacher, previously arranged with, leads 
in a very short, quiet, and earnest prayer for God’s 
bléssing upon that special recitation,—a_teacher’s 
prayer for teachers and scholars. The teaching —- 
then begin at once, or the offerings be taken first. It 
worked like magic, and the school has kept it up for 
several years, showing they like it. It undoubtedly as- 
sures greater efficiency on the part of the teacher. 
Where the school retires to separate rooms, each 
teacher may pause for such prayer and “find grace to 
help in time of need.”—The Rev. J. M. Bovee, Pol- 
son, Mont. » 


Did You Ever Can Cash? 


Tyas the canning season provide each class 
with a pint glass jar, such as housewives use 
for canning fruit. Label each jar with the number 
of the class and an appropriate slogan, such as “Can 
your cash,” “Save the penny crop,” or “Can your 
coin.” 

Have some one who is capable of presenting the 
matter in an inspiring way give out the jars to the 
classes and explain their purpose. Urge that any 
spare cash on hand shall be canned before it is al- 
lowed to go to waste. Let the canning process be 
a continuous one. Coins may be canned at the regu- 
lar Sunday session, at business meetings, or any 
other.;time. 

Let each class keep its jar until Rally Day or the 
last Sunday of the month. Then have a public ex- 
hibition of the progress being made in the canning 


eee 


process. ~All jars should be placed on a shelf or 
table in full view of the school. Try to arouse a 
friendly rivalry between classes. Since the real value 
of the canned coins depends on the kind as much 
as the number put into the jars it is well to have 
the contents counted and the sum in each jar noted. 
_As soon as a class fills its jar a larger one will be 
given it. The contents of the pint jar are then to be 
transferred to the quart. Interest will be aroused 
as the larger jar appears in the row. An appropri- 
ate prize may be offered the class canning the most 
coin during the summer and fall season. 
his is an excellent way to raise class funds for 
special purposes. Any project which the class de- 
sires to finance may be helped very materially by the 
canning process. If it is not desired to take the 
idea up as a school, several classes or even an indi- 
vidual class can carry out the idea with profit— 
Alice Crowell Hoffman, York, Pa. 


Promise Sunday Generates Power 


TEACHER who felt that the boys of his class 

were not awake to the dynamic power of the 
promises found in the Word of God determined to 
arouse them to a realization of the heritage that 
rightly belonged to them. Accordingly one Sunday 
he requested that each member respond to roll call 
with a verse containing a promise. Surprised and 
chagrined as he was that so few were able to com- 
ply with his request, he nevertheless met the situation 
in a masterly way by giving them a chance to redeem 
themselves the next Sunday. 

‘As a. penalty for their failure he smilingly ex- 
plained that not just any promise would do for 
“Promise Sunday.” It must be a promise that made 
a special appeal to the person in question. It must 
apply to the individual’s particular case. é 

The following week the boys did some research 
work in the Scriptures, and they, found that vwetnch 
they sought. To many it was a‘revelation to come 
across promises that so exactly suited their individual 
needs. As one of the boys put it, “It almost seems 
as if God had me in mind when he said that.” 

On “Promise Sunday” the teacher supplemented the 
roll call response with some wonderful promises 
that the boys had missed. They talked about the im- 
portance of meeting the conditions set down in the 
promises. Then the teacher said he had only one 
more request to make. He wanted every boy to take 
God’s promises with him in his daily life; put them 
to the stern test, and see if they could be proved. 
Whenever he found one that stood the test he was 
to mark it with a P. At the end of a year they 
would have a fitting anniversary of “Promise Sun- 
day” at which time the marked Bibles would all 
ome F Sunday-school.—Alice Crowell Hoffman, 

ork, Pa, 


How is This-for Closing ? 


NSTEAD of the usual benediction we use the Miz- 

pah prayer; the school in unison repeating the 
words, “The Lord watch between me and thee, when 
we are absent one from another” (Gen. 31:49). 
The leader continues with, “The Lord bless thee, and 
keep thee: the Lord be gracious unto thee: the Lord 
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace” 
(Num. 6: 24-26). -This method of dismissal gives 
a part to both the audience and the superintendent 
and brings a spirit of reverence into the hearts of 
all, and is a_ suitable preparation for the next ser- 
vice.—U. V. Wilcox, Washington, D. C. 


The Home Department Comfort 


AITING on the western slope, when the physi- 

cal powers have weakened and the mind is filled 
with the memory pictures of the. long ago is when 
the Home Department, finds its blessed opportunity 
for comforting ministry. It is the tie that binds the 
loved and honored. leaders of other days to the for- 
ward movements of the church. It keeps these aged 
saints from feeling that their own joy service has 
lapsed. They still belong. -The eyes of youth see 
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now for the dimmed eyes of age. The clear tone 
of the sweet young voice carries the message from 
the precious old Book to the ears closed to the earth 
babble, and the hungry souls are feasted on eternal 
verities, At evening time it shall be light through 
the outreach of the Home Department. —H. C. Ly- 
man, New York, s 


How to Avoid a Summer Slump 


ASoop way to avoid the usual summer slump is 
to lay plans to combat it, and a contest for mem- 
bership and attendance is one of the best plans we 
ever tried. One year we had a contest between our 
class of boys and a class of girls of the same age, to 
see which could maintain the largest percentage of 
attendance all summer. This was an automobile 
race, the plans for which are so well known they 
need no explanation. The next year we had a con- 
test between our class of boys and a class in a 
neighboring school, also an automobile race. Once 
we got up a contest between all the Junior classes 
in the school to see which could maintain the largest 
percentage of attendance all summer. This was a 
cross-continent airplane race, and created an immense 
amount of excitement and interest. Our boys by this 
time had acquired the habit of regular attendance, 
summer and winter, and actually sustained a record 
of ninety-eight percent attendance for the three sum- 
mer months, their only cases of absence being caused 
by illness. In every contest the winners were en- 
tertained by tke losers to a picnic or a party or some 
other affair well worth while—Jennie E. Stewart, 
Boulder, Colo. - 


Are You Planning a School Census? 


Th First Baptist Sunday-school of Kansas City, 
Mo., uses a form for obtaining a census of the 
families connected in any way with its organization 
which is simple yet complete. A card was printed 
which reads: 
School Census — First Baptist Sunday-School 

PRD Scdncdeveveccepnacincecses Tm What GIOGS cccccecccsdscdoes 
AGESEED viveccccccces Sesoseneves How many in family? ........ 
Name of each Attend what S.-S. Member of what class 


Ce eeereeserereseeeees © «PMMA OE Reet ee ee ee eee = =—e ee eeEeeeeeseseee eee 


By using ‘this card the Sunday-school membership 
of each family was learned, and through a judicious 
following up of information received new members 
wees Se Williams Sudlow, Rock Is- 
land, Til, 





Sunday School News 
FROM OTHER LANDS 
The World’s Ninth 

Convention 
Glasgow, Scotland 
JUNE 18-24, 1924 














The Sunday School Times for Missionaries 


AYE you ever thought how foreign missionaries 
delight in home papers, especially when they come 
regularly each week? For a missionary’s reading in 


*these days of disturbance is there any paper which 


fits the need better than The Sunday School Times? 
A special rate of $2 a year, including foreign post- 
age. has been made for missionary subscriptions. Be- 
low, is a list of foreign countries, with the number 
of foreign missionaries in each, .Would you or your 
school like to take all or part of the missionaries of 
a single country at $2 a year? In this way you 
will send them helpful messages each week, and 
the Publisher will tell each subscriber, if you desire, 
who is the donor. 







Country No. Miss. Country No. Miss. 
Africa, Northeast ...... 379 Haiti and S. Domingo .. 37 
Africa, Northwest ...... 166 DE: ccctimdabtiabhis vanes 5,465 
Riebens WE cccvcecccse 608 Indians, N. American .. 686 
Africa, East ...ccccccee 692 Indians, Canadian ..... 457 
Africa, So. Central .... 543 BORER ccecocccsceqsccoscce 1,123 
Africa, Southwest ...... 846 Jamaica . oo 337 
Africa? South ..... + «1,395 ER «asndhrcess oo 483 
Argentine ....... «- 278 Lesser Antilles +. 134 
Bahama Islands .. _— DD. Sécxccececes cose OS 
GED. cncevecccese — MEAGSGRECES vacccessecese 256 
British Malaysia - 149 Madeira and Canary Is. 8 
DUEEE Snccccresces - 3g09 EE ne 239 
NEM © sc niecmenceasal 28 PEONNGOR 645006600605. 21 
ER wesevcsecsvesedss « eS er eee 20 
SE Wien wesadnvbeneéven 166 DE ceevegéedéneis ease 149 
Re cacbecusddevesencess 5,750 DUEL Gdekbbbevescbcbevecs 50 
CHIME 5cécesoccccvcces 20 PUNE odccvecieescs 153 
Central America ....... 141 Philippine Islands ...... 206 
CU: asus sh nktweswenseae 162 SG TOD sve vesnvixcess 136 
Dutch East Indies ..... 457 TE is wuhineenhan aise ie - 746 
MEE si ctv ss ccacioneds 10 Slam .cccccccsccccecs : 126 
Guiana, British ........ 103 Turkish Empire . 16 
Guiana, Dutch ......... Urnguay coiroces.., 44 
Hawaiians (Natives) ... 142 OER. evideced is cece ° 
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The Jews’ Restoration, Past and 


How nearly finished are “the times of the Gentiles”? 





By William E. Blackstone - 
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given homeland, and the Bible their divinely 

inspired sacred Scriptures, are involved in the 
all-important subject of the restoration of the Jews. 
These may properly be termed the Book, the Land, 
and the People. 2 : } 

All true believers will admit that there is no other 
such book as the Bible, and this book proclaims that 
Palestine is “an exceeding good land” (Num. 14: 
7, 8), “The Glory of all Lands” (Ezek. 20:6), which 
God selected and which he cares for, with his eyes 
“always upon it, from the beginning of the year 
even unto the end of the year” (Deut. 11:12). 

So the People, Israel, are called the “Chosen 
Ones” (1 Chron. 16:13), a “holy people unto the 
Lord,” “a peculiar people,” “above all the nations 
that are upon the earth” (Deut. 14:2). | 

All antediluvian history and four centuries there- 
after, covering nearly twenty-one centuries, are dis- 
posed of in the first eleven chapters of Genesis. All 
the rest of the Bible hi tory pertains principally to 
Israel or to Gentile nations Conese of their relation 
to Israel. ; 

Over thirty-eight centuries ago God called Abra- 
ham and said, “I will make of thee a great nation — 
and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” Israel is God’s channel of blessing for all 
the inhabitants of the earth. Out of. the faithful 
core or inner circle of Israel, by divine conception and 
birth, has come our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The prophetic Word assures us that Israel shall 
yet, as a nation, repent and accept Jesus as their 
true Messiah, Lord, and King (Zech. 12), and be 
born at once (Isa. 66:8), and become the center of 
world government, and that the nation and the king- 
dom that will not serve them shall perish (Isa. 60: 
12). 


God Never Latw in Dates With Israel 


Ne only the Jews, but also Palestine their God- 


The mass of Israel, indeed all but a small remnant, - 


have been rebellious and their sins have brought dis- 
aster and suffering upon them, so that they can cry 
out, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? be- 
hold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow” (Lam. 1:12). But when they have repented 
and turned to their God and his Word, he has 
speedily restored them. He brought them out of 
Egypt with marvelous supernatural intervention and 
demonstration, even on the “selfsame day,” being the 
end of the four hundred and thirty years as revealed 
to Abraham (Exod. 12:40, 41; Gen. 15:13; Acts 
7:6; Gal. 3:17). ; : 

Note the specific exactness of the expression, “self- 
same day.” Should not this confirm our faith that 
all of God’s prophesied dates for Israel shall be lit- 
erally fulfilled? 

The seventy years’ captivity in Babylon was fore- 
told by lesamah (25:11, 12) and Daniel (9:2); and 
this was definitely fulfilled, being the seventy years 
from the first captivity and deportation by Nebuchad- 
nezzar in 606 B. C. to the decree of restoration by 
Cyrus in 536 B. C. 

The date of our Lord’s presentation to Israel as 
her Messiah was precisely measured by the sixty- 
nine weeks of Daniel 9:25, being sixty-nine multi- 
plied by seven, which equals four hundred and eighty- 
three days, and, on the scale of a “day for a year,” 
makes four hundred and eighty-three years from the 
decree of Artaxerxes in 457 B. C. to A. D. 27, the 
time of the baptism of Jesus, and his presentation 
by John as the “Lamb” and the “Son of God.” This 
was attested by the Holy Spirit and the voice from 
or (John 1:29, 34-36; Matt. 3: 13-17; Luke 3: 
21, 22). 

Some Bible students locate this measurement from 
the letters which:Artaxerxes gave to Nehemiah when 
he sent them to Jerusalem 445 B. C. (Neh. 2), and 
they shorten the time to make it fit the measurement 


by using calendar years of three hundred and sixty. 


days each; seeming to forget that the Jews used inter- 
calary months to keep even with the solar years. 
This mistake seems to be not only unnecessary but 


wrong. From a careful reading of Ezra 4:17-21;. 


5:3-9; 7:18; 9:9, it is apparent that the building 
of the wall and the city was contemplated and un- 
dertaken. Hence it was covered by the decree of 
Artaxerxes in 457 B. C., which he confirmed by the 
letters he gave to Nehemiah in 445 B. C. 

Our blessed Lord, the Son of the ever living God, 
came meek and lowly to Israel just as prophesied 
in the Word, and they blindly rejected and crucified 
him. “He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not.” As a consequence of this, they have been 
scattered to the four winds of heaven, and both the 
Land and the People have been subjected to the 
domination of Gentile governments for a period the 
duration of which is Scripturally designated as “The 
Times of the Gentiles.” 


Se 


Our Lord gave but one commission to his Church, 
to preach the Gospel to every creature. Do not 
let us become so condemnatory of the failures of 
the chosen people as to forget that the Church 
has never in any generation since Paul itinerated 
evangelized even one-third of the heathen world. 
If Mr. Blackstone is right in these calculations, and 
if it is little more than a decade, if so long, before 
we shall probably have to answer in our Lord’s 
presence as to how we have “occupied” till he 
came, what are we doing to “ buy up the oppor- 
tunity”? 2 s 

“Lost—two golden hours, each set with sixty 
diamond minutes. No reward offered, because 
time lost for God cannot be traced back and re- 
covered.” 


4, 








Our Lord gave us this expression, “The times of 
the Gentiles,” in Luke 21: when He said; “And 
they [the Jews] shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations; and 


Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles .un- - 


til the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 

From Jeremiah 27: 1-13, 2 Chronicles 36:6, 7, and 
Danie] 2: 37, 38, we learn that this domination began 
when God gave Israel and many other nations into 
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, the Gentile king of 
Babylon, which, according to the Ussher chronology, 
was 604 B, C. The prophetic Word very definitely 
states that there shall be a complete deliverance of 
the Land and permanent restoration of Israel (see 
Amos 9: 11-15; Acts 15, 16, 17; Dan. 7:33, 14, 18, 
22, 27, and numerous other passages). 

God has -given a solemn prediction of this end of 
Gentile governments and their domination over the 
Jews, who have been scattered among them, “I will 
make a full end of all the nations whither I have 
scattered thee [Israel], but I will not make a full 
end of thee.” Adding also that he will “not hold 
Israel guiltless” (Jer. 30:11; 46:28). 

From this it seems apparent that the Times of the 
Gentiles are to end with a total destruction of Gen- 
tile governments, and that Israel, though terribly pun- 
ished, is to be preserved and coatinued as the center 
of a world-wide theocracy, the rebuilt “tabernacle 
of David,” the “everlasting kingdom,” which shall 
not pass away. 

Has God given Israel a prophetic date as a limit 
of these times of the Gentiles? 

We know that thé Church has been given no date 
for the descent of our Lord into the air when the 
dead in Christ shall be raised and living believers 
changed and caught up to meet him, which is. termed 
the Rapture. Hence we are to patiently.watch con- 
tinually for him. 


How Long Is a Scripture “Time’’? 

But Israel’s history is pre-written and pre-dated in 
the prophetic Word. -Hence we ask When shall these 
times end? It is important to note that our Lord 
did not say “Time of the Gentiles” to designate this 
period of the Gentiles’ supremacy, but he used _ this 
peculiar plural expression — “Times of the Gentiles,” 
as though it had a special significance. Hence one 
may first inquire, How long is one Scripture time? 

It may be stated briefly that from the co-relation 
of the thousand two hundred and threescore (1,260) 
days and the time times and a half in Revelation 
12:6, 14, it is apparent that one “time” is 360 days. 
Also, from Daniel 4 and Leviticus 26, that the num- 
ber of the times is seven, which appears to be the 
measurement of Israel’s greatest punishment. 

However, it must be carefully noted that Israel’s 
punishments are measured on a scale of “a day for 
a year” (see Num> 14:34; Ezek. 4: 4-6). Also that 
the sixty-nine of the seventy weeks of Daniel 9 have 
been fulfilled on this scale, to wit: from the decree 
of Artaxerxes 457 B. C. to the baptism in A. D. 27, 
when He was presented to Israel as their: Messiah. 
Hence the seven times are 7 X 360, equaling 2,520 
days, or 2.520 years as the duration of the Times of 
the Gentiles, being Israel’s greatest punishment. Let 
it be repeated that this greatest punishment of Israel 
began when God gave them into the hands of the 
Gentile king Nebuchadnezzar 607 B. C. 

Note carefully that Nebuchadnezzar captured Pales- 
tine in 606 B. C., when he was his father’s general. 
If Israel had repented she would have been delivered 
from the dominance of Nebuchadnezzar, as she was 
from the Philistines, Assyrians, and others. 

Two years later, 604 B. C., Nebuchadnezzar was 
installed as King of Babylon; and, soon after, the 
vision of the image was given to him, which was in- 
terpreted by Daniel, who announced to him by Di- 
vine authority that he, Nebuchadnezzar, was the 
“head of gold,” and that the children of men, the 


beasts of the field, the fowls of the heaven, have 
been given into his hands (Dan. 2: 38). 

This event, in 604 B.C., was only the beginning 
of the complete subjugation of Israel. 

If they had listened to the pleadings of the prophet 
Jeremiah and obeyed the word of God which he 
declared to them, and served the king of Babylon, 
they could have continued their national existence 
in their homeland in Palestine (see Jer. 27 and 28). 
But they would not. 

Zedekiah the kin 
Babylon, and Nebuchadnezzar came against him, de- 
stroyed the city of Jerusalem, burned the Temple, 
and carried its sacred vessels to Babylon; and Is- 
rael’s homeland, Palestine, went completely under 
Gentile domination. This was in the year me Go 
_.Measuring the 2,520 years of the Times of the Gen- 
tiles from these two dates, we have terminal dates 
as follows: 

_ 604 B. C. plus 2,520 equals A. D. 1917 
That is, the 2,520 years reach to the same period in 
1917 that they began in 604: 

; B. C. plus 2,520 equals A. D. 1933 
This gives us a period of sixteen years from 1917 
to 1933, which appears to be the Time or THE EN». 
Note carefully how this expression “time of the end” 
is used in the record. of the different visions (Dan. 
8:17, 19; 11:25, 40; 12:4, 9). 

Evidently a brief period is designated in which 
the Times of the Gentiles shall come to an end, and 
Israel shall be restored -to her land and to loyalty 
to God and his Word. If this be correct, then the 
Time of the End has begun, and the year 1917 must 
have had some events marking the beginning of 
Israel’s restoration. Praise God, this is just what 
has occurred! 


Cyrus of Persia and Balfour of Britain 


_ As Cyrus, king of Persia, issued the decree allow- 
ing the Jews to return to’ Jerusalem at the end of 
the seventy years of Babylonish captivity, so on 
November 2, 1917, was issued the Balfour Declaration 
of the British Government, assuring the Jews of a 
home in Palestine. About a month later, on De- 
cember 9, 1917, the city of Jerusalem was delivered 
ino the hands of General Allenby, in answer to: the 
prayer of himself and his staff, and without drawing 
a sword or firing a gun, 

Readers of The Sunday School Times are of course 
familiar, with the Mandate by the League of Nations 
to Great Britain over Palestine, the appointment of 
Sir Herbert Samuel, a Jew, as governor, and other 
events so rapidly occurring. 
aver events are to occur in the “Time of the 

nd. 

‘The seventieth week (seven years) of Daniel 9 
will doubtless cover the last of this period, for the 
seventy weeks are “to finish the transgression .. . and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness” (Dan. 9:24). 

Four and one-half yedrs have already passed (up 
to May, 1922), so that only feur and one-half years 
— up to the last seven yéars of the seventieth 
week, 


1917 - Time of the End 16 years 1933 
ee Be ae | 7 >i 
Prophetic_students.may differ as to just how the 
remaining events will occur, such as the rebuilding of 
the Temple, the re-establishing of the sacrifices, the 
destruction of the governments occupying the Image 
territory, the establishment of the Ten Kings and 
the Antichrist, the covenant with the Antichrist, the 
coming and proclamation of the two witnesses, the 
abomination of the Image (see Matt. 24:15; Rev. 
13:14, 15), the breaking of the covenant, the terrible 
judgments which shall follow, the sorrows and de- 
spair, up to the day of the battle of Armageddon. 

More and more light will come as to these events 
and the order in which they shall occur as the events 
themselves develop, and it is not wise for one to be 
dogmatic about it. Those who may wish to consider 
further details will find them in a booklet by the 
writer, “Times of the Gentiles and Time of 
the End” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, § cts., 
6 cts by mail). 

In the light of the present-day efforts of the nations 
to secure peace and safety, let us heed the solemn 
warning of the impending destruction in 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:3 and be found “so doing” when we hear 
the shout. from the sky, 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 





The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request. 


rebelled against the king of. 
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Lesson for August 27 
Nehemiah 1 : 1-11 
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LESSON 9. 





AUGUST 27. NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 


Nehemiah I : I-II 


| Golden Text.—The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working.—James § : 16 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
HREE college presidents sounded “a most sig- 
nificant warning against the moral laxity of the 
day,” as the Literary Digest of July 8 puts it 
in reviewing a New York Tribune editorial. Presi- 
dent James Rowland Angell, of Yale, listed “the out- 
standing faults of modern society” as “selfish busi- 
ness exploitation, condoned violations of the law, the 
cynical view of marriage, and the constant barrage 
on traditional religion.” ’ f 

President John Grier Hibben, of Princeton, says 
in part: “We are all aware of the fact that there is 
something wrong with the world—the problem of. 
evil, always present, always mysterious, presents it- 
self to-day in its most acute and appalling forms. 
The misery, the sufferings, the hopelessness of many 
entire nations and races bring to us all a shock of 
disillusion, anxious questionings, disturbing doubts, 
grave concern.” 

President A. Lawrence Lowell, of Harvard, charged 
his graduates “to think clearly, generously, and con- 
scientiously, to select a moral standard and stick to 
it for betterment of the world.” Ultimately 
“mankind is led by those whose thinking is clear, 
conscientious, and generous, and never in its history 
has the world been more in need of. such thinking 
than it is now.” ; 

Not one of these college presidents is quoted as 
naming the name of Christ as the world’s need, al- 
though all three of these colleges were f6unded for 
the purpose of inculcating the Christian religion. 
But how can any restoration come to the world now 
except through faith in God’s Law, as revealed in 
the Bible? 


Our Background Material 


Nehemiah is a companion book to Ezra. The He- 
brews regarded them as one. Ezra gives the eccle- 
siastical history of the Restoration and the rebuild- 
ing of the Temple, and Nehemiah the civil history 
and the rebuilding of the walls and city. Together 
they’ give the full rounded-out history of post-cap- 
tivity reconstruction and reorganization. 

Satan’s subtle versatility is evident in that when he 
realized that the Jews had learned their captivity les- 
sons well enough never to become idolaters again, 
he seduces them into a formalism and skepticism that 
were the seeds of the Pharisaism and Sadduceeism 
that our Lord found when he came four centuries 
later. It was to warn against these that the Lord 
raised up the prophet Malachi to stand by Nehemiah. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paregrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

God had promised restoration from the captivity. 
Prophets foretold it. It was an event that lay in his 
eternal purposes. Yet he does not accomplish it un- 
til men pray it into being! (Dan. 9:1-19.). Nehe- 
miah prayed the Return of the Remnant into ac- 
tuality. The prayers of Daniel and Nehemiah are 
much alike —Nehemiah’s is analyzed by Mrs. As- 
kew (1). 

Does God do anything until his people pray? The 
wonderful “cycle connected with prayer” is com- 
mented upon by Dr. Thomas (III, 5). The big- 
gest men in the world are really those who know 
how to pray, as the old rancher realized when he 
asked for a sky pilot (Round-Table, 4). It was to 
“the God of heaven” that Nehemiah prayed (vs. 2, 4; 
Round-Table, 1). 

God had been nearer than that to his chosen peo- 
ple when he dwelt personally between the Cherubim 
in the Holy of Holies in the Tgmple, but sin had 
driven him to a farther distance, 

‘None of us Christians to-day need think of him, 
as did Nehemiah, as “the great and terrible God” 
(v. 5), for we live in a better day of spiritual priv- 
ilege than Jerusalem’s wall-builder. God has since 
then revealed himself as Immanuel in the person of 
the Lord Jesus—“God with us.” He has taught 
us to pray to him as “our Father,” but there is no 
Old Testament prayer on record to God as the in- 
dividual’s Father, but he is there revealed only as 
the Father of the nation Israel (compare Isa. 1: 1, 
2 ff; Exod. 4:22; Deut. 2:6). pe 

And yet Nehemiah had power in prayer, but not 
more power than we should possess if we lived up 
to our greater prayer privileges (Dr. Smellie, 5, 6, 


7, 8). Ask the class Dr. Smellie’s question, “Are we 
appropriating his [God’s] many-colored omnipo- 
tence?” The secondary place many of us give to 


prayer is noted by Mrs. Askew (2). 


Devotional Bpsties : Psalm 42 : 1-8. 
Reference ial ; Exod. 32 : 20-32; 1 Sam. 7: 5-11; 1 Kin 
8: 22-55; Jer. 14: 19-22: Matt. 9:37, 38; Luke 6; 12-16: 


Acts t: 12-14; Eph. 3 : 14-21. 
Primary Topic ; T g to God. 

Memory Verse : , teach us to pray.—Luke 11: 2. 
Junior Topi of the "s Cushioabeh, 


jor Topic : 
Memory Verses : Matt. 7: 7, 8. 
" Seni 


Topic: Prayer as a Preparation for all 
Undertakings. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Prayer and Power. 











1 The ‘words of Nehemiah the son of 


escaped, that were left of the ivity, and concerning Je- 
fusalem. 3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of captivity there in the province are in great af- 


dren of Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea, 
I and my father’s house have sinned: 7 we have dealt very 
corruptly against thee, and have not kept the command- 
ments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances, wh thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I beseech 
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, 
saying, If ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among the 
peoples: 9 but if ye return unto me, and keep my command- 
ments and do them, though your outcasts were in the 
uttermost part of the heavens, yet will I gather them 
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have 
chosen, to cause my name to dwell there. 10 Now these 
are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 
by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 11 O Lord, 
I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who de- 
light to fear thy name; and prosper, I pray thee, thy serv- 
ant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. 
(Now I was cupbearer to the king.) 


1Or, history 2 Or, castle 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The sad needs of the sick world to-day are sensed 
by great “leaders” (see “Getting Started in Class”), 
but’ not the real remedy, which is to get the church 
on its knees (Dr. Thomas, III, 6), recognizing “the 
Cross as the starting-point or basis of all true prayer,” 
as is noted in the Introduction to Family Worship, 
commending the Rev. Gordon Watt’s new book On 
prayer, the helpfulness of which may be glimpsed 
through the quotations from it for each day of the 
week 

God works in answer to prayer. Nehemiah was 
quick to recognize the beginnings of God’s workings 
—the first signs of the answer (2:1-8; Dr. Thomas, 
Are we living in a prayer atmosphere that brings 
us as néar to God as the wife of Jonathan Edwards 
was? (Dr. Smellie, 9,'10.) 

The wall-building of Nehemiah began an era of 
history of tremendous importance; and its significance 
is described in the sidelight on the facing page, “The 
Jews’ Restoration, Past and Future,” by William E. 
Blackstone. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


There is a great “burden” of prayer to-day on the 

part ‘of many Christians for “a revival.in the body 
of Christ.” By this they mean a spiritual renewing 
and enlargement and anointing by the Holy Spirit 
in the Church — not so much the church organization 
in all its evangelical ramifications as the church or- 
ganism, the church not as man but as God sees it, 
the true body of believers. This revival may not 
come like the Wesleyan or that of Finney or of 
Moody or of the Welsh or of the Korean — with the 
conflagration of the Spirit sweeping onward like an 
invisible prairie fire —it may come, not in whirlwind 
or earthquake, but in the still small voice in the ears 
of believers, in prayer closets, in morning quiet hours, 
in meditations over the Word, in Bible Conference 
vision,. in restful communion with the indwelling 
Saviour as he floods hearts with the glory of his 
Shekinah Presence. 
But however it come, it will be with Nehemiah- 
like confession of sin, vicarious, as it were, “I... 
confess the sins of the children of Israel” (v. 6, next 
to the last clause), and individual, “Both I and my 
father’s house have sinned” (v. 6, last clause). 

And it will not come until God’s twentieth cen- 
tury remembrancers go to the deeps of his promises, 





even as Nehemiah claimed the promise, “1i ye turn 
unto me... I will gather them, and bring them” 
(v. 9), and as we remind him of his assurance, “If 
we confess ... he is faithful and just to forgive.” 


Teaching Points 


Many of the prayers preserved for us in Scripture 
have been intercessory, as Nehemiah’s. The believer 
is to get things from God by asking that which he 
would not otherwise get (Dr. Smellie, 1, 2), but 
not alone for himself. The *bulk of our prayers 
should be for others (Dr. Thomas, I, 2, 3, or Dr. 
Smellie, 3, 4). Wonderful prayers are referred to in 
Reference Material, by Dr. Thomas; in the week- 
day readings in Sanelly Worship, and in Dr, Smellie’s 
introductory paragraph. 

If we could only enter into the door of the prayer- 
closet once every twenty-five years, how greatly 
would the privilege be prized (Round-Table, 2). 
But since we can come boldly at any time to the 
throne of grace, we despise this wonderful new-birth 
right belonging to us as sons of God. 

‘The Bible records no blot in the character of Ne- 
hemiah. But he confessed sin (v. 6). It is easier 
to confess the. sins of others than our own. Nehe- 
miah did representatively confess for Israel (Mr. 
Ridgway, 1), but not forgetting his own. 

Nehemiah means “comfort of Jehovah,” or “more 
closely rendered the ‘sigh of God.’ It is the price 
we pay to give comfort. It is oft with groanings 
that cannot be uttered, such as the comfort of the 
Spirit."—Dr. J. W. Weddell, in “Your S udy Bible” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, $1.25). 

If we let God answer our prayers, it may mean 
a life of real “sacrifice,” as the world calls giving 
up social position and a life of comfort (Mrs. As- 
kew’s first section). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why are prayers sometimes not answered? (Com- 
pare: Round-Table, 3.) 

What are the conditions of prevailing prayer? 


How was Nehemiah prepared: for his life-work? 
(Compare Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) 


_Can your class answer the questions Mr. Teas asks 
his boys? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ANALYSISs.—Train pupils 
to think the lesson into its elements and thus 
discover its organization, 











a yng seen hy prayer is the heart of the lesson, 
but there is a cause for it and also an effect 
of it. This is the simplest analysis of what is be- 
fore us, though we must go into the second chapter 
to get the effect. The cause of the prayer was three- 
fold: the reg Be which Nehemiah .obtained of the 
sad condition of the remnant in Judah, the deep con- 
cern which this knowledge created in the heart of 
Nehemiah, and his conviction that God was the source 
of relief. 

The prayer itself may be analyzed as to its con- 
tent and its characteristics. Of the latter there is 
sincerity, for he fasted as well as prayed; there is 
persistence, for he prayed day and night, and many 
days; there is earnestness, for three times he re- 
peats “I beseech thee”; there is humility also, and rev- 
erence of course, and faith. It may be better to think 
of these as characteristics of the pray-er rather. than 
the prayer. In the prayer itself there appear a num- 
ber of the elements of true prayer. There is ador- 
ation of the true God, closely related to an expres- 
sion of his true character, especially as the covenant- 
keeping God. We find also confession of sin by a 
confessor, who, like Daniel, identifies himself -with 
his people in their sin instead of attempting to re- 
lieve himself of personal responsibility. The con- 
fession here is personal and national. The faith of 
Nehemiah shows itself: in the next element of his 
prayer — its reliance upan and pleading of the prom- 
ises of the covenant-keeping God, not failing to re- 
mind him that those for whom he prays are his 
covenant people. Then he closes his prayer with a 
petition for the very definite thing he needs — favor 
in the sight of the king. 


HuntTINGDON, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Connection. The efforts of Ezra were evidently 
not successful. Matters did not improve, but ratner 
went back. So another attempt was madé by Ne- 
hemiah, thirteen years after, 445 B. C. Ahasuerus 
had been succeeded by his son Artaxerxes. Ne- 
hemiah was born in Babylonia and had never been 
to Jerusalem. He had, Sossaben been prepared in 
various ways for his great work of reform. (1) 


The Sorrow (vs. 1-4). He was in Shushan (Susa) 
the winter’ capital of Persia. He was young and 
rich (chap. 5), and ag the king’s cupbearer (v, 11) 
he had a position of importance and power. He 
took a sincere interest in his country (v. 2), and the 
sad news (v. 3) led to deep sorrow and earnest ap- 
peal to God (v. 4). (2) 

The Supplication (vs. 5-11). The prayer he of- 
fered is given in full and deserves thorough study. 
It suggests the features of all true prayer, more es- 
pecially when our country is concerned. (1) Notice 
the strong confidence (v. 5). God’s majesty and mercy 
are recalled. He evidently knew what was meant 
both by God’s greatness and goodness, the two com- 
plementary aspects of the Divine character. (2) 
Notice the true confession (vs. 6, 7). The people 
had sinned against God’s grace (v. 6) and against 
his law (v. ?) They had thus dealt corruptly, and 
had been ‘disobedient. (3) Notice the earnest 
claim (vs. 8-10). pleads the promises from 
both’ standpoints and then reminds God -that his 
fellow-¢ountrymen are the very people to whom 
these promises apply (v. 10). (4) Notice the 
simple call (v. 11). He tells of the specific need, 
and asks favor in the eyes of the king. The posi- 
tion was one of great difficulty, as an Oriental and 
heathen monarch could not be expected to have any 
sympathy with what was filling Nehemiah’s mind and 
heart, (3) 

The Satisfaction (2:1-8). For four months, Ne- 
hemiah waited on God (1:1; 2:1), and then the 
sorrow could not longer be kept secret... The king 
recognized it, and when told the cause asked what 
he could do. This was Nehemiah’s opportunity, and 
so with promptness he asked God for favor in: the 
king’s: eyes, and the result was an immediate, full, 
and abundant answer. Not only was he permitted 
to go, but needed and. adequate assistance was ren- 
dered to him by: means of lettess from the king. All 
this was felt to be from God, “according to the good 
hand” of his God on him (v. 8). (4) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 42:1-8. (1) The in- 
tense longing, verses 1, 2; (2) the deep sorrow, 
verses 3, 4; (3) the earnest appeal, verse 5; (4) the 
definite determination, verse 6; (5) the strong can- 
fidence, verses 7, 8. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Nehemiah (Funk 
and Wagmalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; 
sold only in sets) ; Davis’ Bible Dictionary for names 
of persons and places (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4). 

Il. Reference Material 

Exodus 32:20-32; 1 Samuel 7:5-11; 1 Kings 8:22- 
25; Jeremiah 14:19-22; Matthew 9:37, 38; Luke 6: 
12-16; Acts 1:12-14; Ephesians 3:14-21. 

These passages give the prayers of God’s leaders. 

1. Exodus 32:20-32. Israel’s sin and Moses’ 


prayer. 

2.1 Samuel ‘7: 5-11. Israel’s sin and Samuel’s 
prayer. 

3. 1 Kings 8: 22-55. Solomon’s prayer. 

4. Jeremiah 14: 19-22. Jeremiah’s prayer. 

5. Matthew 9:37, 38. The Disciples’ prayer. 

6. Luke 6: 12-16. The Master's prayer. 

7. Acts 1:12-14. The Church’s’ prayer, 

8. Ephesians 1: 14-21. Paul’s prayer. 


N, B—In each of the first. four there are the 
thoughts of sin and prayer for mercy. In the next 
two, the thought is of prayer for workers. In the 
last, prayer for Christian character (spiritual light 
and leading, knowledge and power). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Prayer as a Prepara- 
tion for all Undertakings, (1) We do not always re- 
alize the place and power of prayer as a prepara- 
tion for special work. A: J. Gordon said: “You can 
do more after you have prayed, but you cannot do 
more than pray until you have prayed.” G. H. C. 
Macgregor said: “I would rather train one man to 
pray than ten to preach” (his church had sent out 
seven missionaries). (2) How does prayer work? 
Evan Roberts, the Welsh revivalist, calls attention 
to the wonderful cycle connected with prayer: God 
wants a thing done. He moves a believer to pray 
that it may be done. Then he does it in answer to 
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that prayer. Luther said: “I am so busy now that 
if I did not spend two or three hours each day in 
prayer I could not get through the day.” (5) 

2. Young People and Adults: Prayer and Power. 
Dr. ‘Andrew’ Murray says: “Christ actually meant 
prayer to be the great power by which his church 
should do its work in this world, and nothing avails 
without it.” There are three conditions of power 
through prayer. (1) Faith in God. Our prayer is 
the response to God's word (John 15:7). (2) Fel- 


lowship with God. We must pray “in his name”. 


(John 16:23, 24), which means in union and_com- 
munion with him through an experience of Christ. 
3) Fulness of God. The Holy Spirit (Eph. 6: 18; 
ude 20; Rom. 8:26). The Spirit is the atmosphere 
and strength of our prayer, and this is the guar- 
antee of power. Forbes Robinson, a Cambridge tutor, 
a man of great power in prayer, says: “Your in- 
fluence finally depends on your own first-hand ex- 
perience of the unseen world and on your experi- 
ence of prayer. Love and sympathy and tact and 
insight are born of prayer. © influence you must 
love; to love you must pray.” (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


What does the Goldem Text mean by “prayer avail- 
eth much”? What does prayer do? 
- 1. It makes God’s presence real. 

2. It makes God’s power felt. 

3. It makes God’s will clear. 

4. It makes God’s service easy. 

5. It makes God’s blessings available. 

N. B.—‘In its working” is sometimes ‘interpreted 
to mean “in its being energized” by the Holy Spirit. 
This is certainly the secret of the prayer that “availeth 
much (Jude 20; Rom. 8:26). 


V. Leading Questions 
Why was Nehemiah’s new effort necessary? 
What features of Nehemiah’s prayer are a model 
for ours? 
What is the meaning of “a righteous man” in_ the 
Golden Text, and what is its relation to prayer? 
What are the conditions of prevailing prayer? 
What new lesson on prayer did Christ give on 
the eve of his crucifixion? Why is this the heart 
of prayer? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Prayer Which Prevails 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HERE are men of the Old Testament who 

‘are exemplars of overcoming prayer — Abra- 

ham, and Jacob at Peniel, and Moses, and Eli- 
jah, and Daniel. Among these, Nehemiah, the young 
cupbearer of Artaxerxes, has an honorable place. 
Prayer was his refuge and resort. He turned to it 
naturally and inevitably in every hour of need. He 
found in it-a crisp and exhilarating air. He came 
forth from.it reassured and refreshed. 


Nehemiah’s prayer was marked by reality. 

When he spoke with God, it was a real transaction 
in which he was engaged, a real issue he set be- 
fore himself, a real boon that he sought. He de- 
sired the restoration of Jerusalem, lying downtrod- 
den and in ruins. For himself he craved that his 
intervention on its behalf might gain the favorable 
regard of his despotic master. He was clear, specific, 
particular in his entreaties. (1) 

Much is written, and written well, about the re- 
flex action of prayer on the suppliants themselves — 
how it brightens our vision of the spiritual world, 
how it deepens our lowliness, and how it binds our 
will in union with the good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God. But, important as this is, it does 
not exhaust the matter. We require to get back to 
Nehemiah’s older notion of prayer as bringing us 
definite answers to definite askings.. We want, amid 
all those voices which put God to a distance, tg ¢e- 
furbish the conviction of his nearness, his approach- 
ableness, and his readiness to respond to every be- 
lieving petition. Whatever obstacle confronts us, in- 
tellectual or moral or physical, in ourselves or’ in the 
church or in the world, let us consult him about it 
and trust him to grapple with it. The trust will not 
be disappointed, (2) 


To reality Nehemiah added love. 

It was the great affliction and reproach of his 
brethren, it was no necessity of his own, that was 
his chief concern and heaviest burden. And they 
have all been consumed with the ardors of love — 
those whose prayers have removed mountains. “Prom- 
ise me, dearest Lord, that thou wilt save them! Grant 
me a token that thou wilt,” Catharine of Siena 
pleaded, and she stretched out her right hand to 
Jesus, and he appeared to clasp the hand in his, and 
gave her the promise, and when he withdrew she felt 
a piercing pain as if a nail had been driven through 
her palm. Or it is Lancelot Andrewes, shutting his 
door behind him. How minute he is in his’ por- 
trayal of those whom he longs to see enriched by 
his Lord! —“Farmers, graziers, fishers, merchants, 
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traders, mechanics, workmen, and the poor.” A 
hundred differences of character and creed separate 
the saints; but they are of one blood, for they all 
practise the prayer of love. ( 

Our intercessions must be intelligent, must be ten- 
der, must be persevering, and must courageous, re- 
fusing to be daunted by delays or defeats. There is no 
doubt of the issue. The prayers of souls enslaved by 
love may go forth with weeping; but they will come 
“ with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them. 


We cannot fail to note the contrition of Nehe- 
miah’s prayer. 

It was accompanied by weeping and mourning. It 
made the humblest confession of sin. It acknowl- 
edged the righteousness of the punisament which had 
overtaken Judah. It looked to God from the utter- 
most part of heaven. Yet it clung about-his feet 
ahd would not let him go. I find this recorded of 
one who went lately Home to be with God: “It was 
his own, wish that he should be known as a specialist 
in the study of sin; he was. willing to leave other 
distinctions to other men.” Those who pray to most 
purpose are specialists in the study of sin, and most 
emphatically of the sin which haunts themselves. 
The Miserere and the De Profundis are strains in 
their prayers. Yet these minor chords of sorrow 
are never the last strains; God in his covenant-keep- 
ing truth and mercy is the fina) word. He becomes 
all the more precious, and our trust in him is the 
more clinging, because we have seen ourselves in the 
desperateness of our need. “With ane burding on 
my bak, I may not beir @& I am sa waik; Luve, this 
burding fra me tak, Or “ellis I am gone”—so we 
yearn and cry, with the Gude and Godlie Ballate of 
a past century. (5) 


With reality, love, and contrition prominent in it, 
we are not surprised that Nehemiah’s prayer was 
marked also by power. (6) 

It prevailed with God. It had an immediate and 
satisfying answer. The happenings of this Book — 
the kindness of Artaxerxes, the expedition to Jeru- 
salem, the rebuilding of the wall, the revival of re- 
ligion — wéte the answer. (7 e 

Nehemiah lived and died before Pentecost and its 
baptism of fire. If his praying accomplished mar- 
vels, much more should ours, -to whom the Spirit of 
God is given without stint. We have only to spend 
our life appropriating his many-colored omnipotence; 
and our prayers, his prayers in us, will perform mir- 
acles. (8) 

Do you remember Sarah Pierrepont? “They say 
there is a young lady in New Haven who is be- 
loved of that great Being who made and rules the 
world, and that there are certain seasons in which 
this great Being comes to her and fills her mind 
with exceeding sweet delight. . .. She loves to be 
alone, walking in the fields and groves, and seems 
to have Some One invisible always conversing with 
her.” .A few years later, the girl of thirteen was 
the wife of Jonathan Edwards. She grew in the 
beauty of her soul, until, in the awakening of 1740, 
the great Being was closer than breathing. “God 
and Chfist,” she wrote, “were so present and so near 
me that I seemed removed from myself.” And her 
husband, a severe judge of all ecstasies, kifew that 
she followed no evanescent impulse. “Now, if such 
things,” he exclaimed, “are enthisiagm and the fruits 
of.a distempered brain, let my brain ever more be 
possessed of that happy distemper. If it be distrac- 
tion, I pray God that the world of mankind may be 
seized with this benign, meek, beneficent, beatifical, 
glorious distraction.” (9) 

Why should not Sarah Pierrepont’s distemper and 
distraction be ours? (10) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


EAR-anointed prayer is the mightiest weapon we 

possess—but how many of us use it? (Do not 
think of the prayer for oneself, with its tears o! 
self-pity, as being in this category.) How many of 
us pray for the heathen till like Brainerd we are 
thus anointed priests of mercy, dedicated to inter- 
cession? Aaron bore Israel’s names on his shoul- 


ders—but we should bear India, China, Africa, on ~ 


our hearts, as we enter the Holy Place. “In all their 
affliction he was afflicted” (Isa. 63:9), and yet of 
the Laodicean clan it is. written that “they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph” (Amos 6:6). 
Which spirit dominates us? 

- Jerusalem was far from Babylon; but love does 
not count miles. Christ does not count distances as 
an excuse for indifference. Is it because China is so 
far away that you do not care for the sorrows of 
your sisters there? Do the oceans wash out your 
love for the tortured child-widows of India? Does 
your anger against slavery peter out because Africa 
is so far away? ‘Then cry unto,God for the eyes 
of love to whom the needy are always visible, even 
at the other side of the world! 


Nracara Fats, Can. 
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Lesson for August 27 
“Nehemiah 1 : 1-21 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
The Weeper.—When I heard these 
words... sat down and wept .. . and 
I fasted and prayed (v. 4). It is. only 
in the Biblical literature that we find 
the abundant weeps. “Innocents Abroad, 
Mark Twain’s masterpiece, is not a book 
of humor, as many think, but is one of 
the very best. accounts of the Holy 
Land ever written (the Editor’s “Pil- 
grimage,” of course, excepted). Mark 
pays his respects to the weeper in that 
excursion. “He was always boring for 
water,” is Mark’s way of putting it. 
The tear is the trademark of the Orient. 
The Oriental carries his heart upon his 
sleeve. We Westerners keep our hearts 
in the shell of us. Who ever heaed of 
an American Indian crying! I wonder 
if it would not be a thing if we 
Anglo-Saxons would let ourselves out 
a little more both in our sorrows ‘and 
in our joys. . About half-way, say, be- 
tween Mark Twain’s weeping hero and 
“Lo, the poor Injun.” Nehemiah was 
no “softy,” as the story will show. With 
his weeping also went fasting and pray- 
ing. Look out for that kind of a fel- 
low (Joel 2:11, 12). Park Brandt was 
the new boy in Midway and‘he proved 
to be a bully. Nicky Noud was a meek 
. kind of a little fellow, but nevertheless 
one of “the gang.” Nicky had a strain 
of French blood in his veins, and when 
he meant business he usually cried. Park 
picked on Nicky one day, being mis- 
led by Nicky’s demureness. Nicky’s 
tears started, and the first thing bully 
Brandt knew he was getting the worst 
licking any boy ever got in_old Mid- 
way. Now Nehemiah was of this same 
indomitable sort. . You can’t scare.and 
bluff and browbeat a weeper. The fine 
organization. with nerves a-tingle for 
whatever comes usually gives a good 
account .of. itself. .Mother could cry 
easily, couldn’t. she — yes — but. oh, boy! 


True Leadership.—/ confess the sins 
of the children of.Israel (v. 6). He 
confessed his..people’s sins and saved 
his people’s nation. Success depends 
upon leadership, -All the great. leaders 
have carried the people in their hearts. 
Remember the Lord as he looked over 


Jerusalem (Luke 13:34). No noble 
man. wants to live. unto | himself! 
alone. -When a leader can -feel that 


he is carrying the sins of his time and 
people you have a great patriot of the 
Nehemiah order. 


that you. became a real booze buster 
and gave your time and your. money to 
eradicate the cursed thing from the land. 
As I write, a whole lot of: reportorial 
and editorial ink is being spilled about 
America’s danger from European condi- 
tions. America will never be in dan- 
ger from anything so long as’she has 
the same moral fighting blood in her 
that annihilated the saloon hosts who 
had the stranglehold on America’s 
neck. When Americans get so_ the 
don’t confess the sins of -America it 
will be time to hang our harps . upon 
the willows and write Ichabod. There 
are folks in town who say they don’t 
care what other folks do. And they 
don’t. Yet we church and Sunday- 
school folks are the forees which are 
conserving their lives and securing their 
properties. When these fellow-citizens 
awake some morning and find us all 
gone—not a single “narrow, bigoted 
church crank” on earth and the tribula- 
tion full on, how different the song 
they'll sing (1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Matt. 
24:21). (1) 


The Best Job.—For I was cupbearer 
to the king (v. 11). If I were a young 
fellow with my life before me the cup- 
bearer job is the one I should train for. 
I would make sure, in the first place, 
that I was all right with the King up yon- 
der. I would study English, aJso Latin, 
French, or equivalent languages to help 
me in mastering English. I would read 
history and biography voraciously. Gib- 
bon, Macaulay, Prescott, Motley, Irv- 
ing, Parkman, Fiske, and other masters, 
thereby getting information along with 
style. Then I would make myself an 
expert stenographer and typist. I.awould 
read business and trade papers, and be 
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alert to all current events. Then I 
would set my cap for my “King” and 
the job. of his “cupbearer.” That is to 
say, my quest would be the position of 
sienagrnones to some big executive. 
Could I get such a job? Sure. Because 
I stiould have cultivated good manners, 
habits, and know the use of soap. 

ou have everything the “King” has 
except the secret service care. One 
of America’s king’s of business said 
in a+ magazine article the other 
day; that he paid his cupbearer $1,000,000 
a year salary. “And he earns it,” said 
this Bethlehem king. Don’t you preach- 
ers all faint. While this “cupbearer” 
gets more in a day than most of you 
ministers do in a year, Foe have tar- 
ose | the best job. That is, if you 
are really on your job. Taking dirty 
red iron ore from Cuba and turning it 
into high grade steel is not to be com- 
pared to taking the general run of boys 
and girls and turning them into high 
grade citizens. Come to think of it, 
aren’t you ministers cupbearers. to a 
King? Nehemiah was proud of his posi- 
tion, and he gets us told, doesn’t he? 
Are you ptoud of your place? Would 
you trade it for the best business posi- 
tion on earth? If you would I wouldn’t 
be you for’ $1,000,000 a year (Jer. 15: 
19; Luke 12: 42-44). 

CoaTEsviLe, Pa. 


From the Platform 
e By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we .would learn the secret of prevailing 
prayer. We have prepared so oftén for fail- 
ures by failing to pray in preparation’ for 
our work. Forgive our foolish haste, our 
self-confidence, even more foolish than our 
haste. May we put prayer first, and not 
count it an incident or an after-thought. 
Our Father, -how we neglect thy best gifts! 
Teach us to pray, and to pray as the most 
important work we can do. In the naine of 
our Lord Jesus we ask all this. .Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Suppose a Sun- 
day-school -orchestra should not tune up 
its instruments until after school—what 
sort:of music would they'make?’ -Awful 
discord ; certainly. So the great mission- 
ary Hudson Taylor, in speaking of prayer 
at the beginning of any work, said 
wisely, “You do not tune up the orches- 
tra after the concert is over.” Nehemiah 





was wiser than most of us. He prayed 
before he started on his work.’ Do you? 
Or do you pray chiefly when the work is 
halted by a barrier of some sart? How 
much we need to learn what preparatory 
prayer can do! Have you tried it faith- 
fully? Will you? Let us pray. 


RAYER 
REPARATION 
OWER 
PRAY FIRST 














we 
Lessons Hymns and Psalm 


“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.” 
“Make me all Thine own.” : 
“Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.” 
“Pentecostal power.” 

“Open my eyts that I may ‘see.” 

“I need to be filled with the Spirit.” 
“Be still.” 

“Higher ground.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 42:1-11 (99 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18:1-s0 (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 141 : 1-10 (284: 1-2). 
Psalm 9 : 1-20 (18 : 1-3). 
Psalm 20 : 1-9 (39 : 1-3). 


4 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday, 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submft iNustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist. in.the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration ‘used, and 
two dollars for. the, best, one ea@h week. 
Short illustrations, of A ey Sot - 
ahead of Laer ones equally good. 
Illustrations on ,other verses the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on -the Golden Text. 


Still There.—-] ... .. prayed before 
the God of heaven (v. 4). Several 
years ago a noticeable cartoon appeared 
in an American newspaper on Lincoln’s 
birthday. It represented a log cabin 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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close to the base of a high mountain, 

n the mountain-top was shown the 
White House. Against the side of the 
mountain . rested a ladder —its . foot 
touching the cabin,‘ its uppermost round 
reaching the mansion on the cliff. The 
cartoon was well named, “The ladder is 
still there.” It is a sermon in a sen- 
tence. The ladder that connects earth 
and heaven is “still there,” and we, too, 
may pray to God, as Nehemiah did, when 
we come tto life’s crises—From The 
Sunday Schogl Times. Sent by J. A, 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (1) 


A Priceless Opportunity.—/ pray be- 
fore thee at this time, day and night Me 
6). There is said to be a chapel in St. 
Peter’s at Rome the door of which is 
opened only once in twenty-five years, 
One can imagine the gathering of pil- 

rims as the time approaches, all of 
them eager to pray, after the long in- 
terval, in a place ‘considered to be of 
special sanctity. Suppose our prayers 
could only be offered, or would only be 
heard, once in a quarter of a century. 
How eagerly we should anticipate the 
time ! ow we should wait for it, and 
long for it, and prepare for it! But 
because the door is always open we 
fail to enter.—Sent by J. A. Clark, Lei- 
cester, Eng. (2) 


Why Prayers Are Not Answered. — 
I and my father’s house have sinned (v. 
You may take a bottle and cork. it 
up tight, and put it under Niagara, and 
not a drop of that mighty volume of 
water will get into the bottle. If there 
is any sin in my heart that I am not 
willing to give up, I. need not expect 
a blessing. The men who have had 
power ‘with God have always begun 
by confessing their apernyivem “Men 
of the Bible,” by . L. .Moody, 
Sent by the Rev. F, Smith, Carthage, 
S. D. (3) 


_A Big Man Needed. — The supplica- 
tion of a righteous man availeth much in 
its working (Golden Text). A. Western 
rancher had asked the district. superin- 
tendent that a pastor. be assigned to. his 
community. “How big a man do you 
want?” the D. S. asked. “Well, Elder,” 
the wiry man of tan replied, “we're ‘not 
overly particular, but when he’s on’ his 
knees we'd like to have him -reach 
heaven.”—From the Epworth Herald. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 
N. Y. Prize illustration, (4) 


How God Answered.—The supplica- 
tion of a righteous man availeth much 
in its working (Golden Text). A mis- 
sion worker who was accustomed té pray 
much over the places he visited was one 
night praying for a saloon-keeper whom 
he felt led to visit next day. Although 
rudely treated he was not discouraged. 
At last the man turned to him and said, 
“T’ll tell you what I’ll do. If you can 
tell me how often the word girl occurs 
in the Bible I will go to your meeting.” 
He took his Bible and in a moment 
found the place, to the man’s great as- 
tonishment. “How did you know?” he 
said. “I have askéd hundreds of min- 
isters and not one could tell me.” The 
visitor then told of his prayer and of 
God's directing him to that house. Just 


| after resolving to go he took down a 
| concordance to look for- some word, and 
| he noticed the word girl and was struck 
| by the fact that it was only found once 


in the Bible, so he marked the place in 
his mind. The man was so deeply im- 


| pressed with the hand of God in it, that 


it led to his conversion—From “Out- 
look in the Churches,” by Tertius, in the 
Globe. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 


The Colored Auntie’s Prayer. — The 
supplication of a righteous man availcth 
much in its working (Golden Text). Dr. 
Gordon tells of a poor crippled ¢olored 
woman living in a wretched suburb called 
Cabbage Lane, who seldom was able to 
attend meetings, but who knew how to 
pray. When a revival was coming on 
the deacon took care to tell Aunt Dingh 
all. about it, and ask her.to pray for 
souls: The. old Auntie asked about a 
number of people, Massa So-and-So, 
and Mrs.- -So-and-So, .who passed 
her little hut daily. . Scarcely any 
of them she knew, and many of 
them never heard of her. But when the 
glad harvest time came and. forty souls 
were gathered in, old Auntie hobbled 
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into the church to hear them confess 
their Lord. She wept tears of joy for 
twelve of them were people that came 
by ' Cabbage Lane.— Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. W.°S.,Newsom, Charlotte- 
town, P. Dae : 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Nehemiah knew how to pray, and a study 
of his method of approach to Almighty God 
with the petition that was on his heart will 
do both teacher and pupil a world of good, 
provided what is learned is put into practise 

Nehemiah prayed, and while he did so God 
hammered on the heart of Artaxerxes so that 
the king opened the way for Néhemiah’s re- 
quest. 

A successful prayer like that is worthy of 
imitation. Let us look into its main fea- 
tures: 


Praise. First, Nehemiah praised ~ God. 
Praise helps us get the proper perspective. 
God is great and. high: we are all small and 
low. 


Confession. This helps humility, a most 
appropriate state of mind and a very neces- 
Sary one in prayer. 

Reminder. Not that God forgets, but judg- 
ing by the great and fruitful prayers of the 
Bible, God is pleased to have us re-state the 
conditions which he himself has laid down— 
his promises and his requirements. This se- 
cures intelligent prayer. 


Petition. Explicit, direct. The decks are 
now cleared and you are ready to “by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, make’ 
known your requests unto God.” 


Perseverance. Nehemiah prayed for days 
and nights. Extended prayer is a great test 
of faith. Jesus told the story of the mid- 
night loaf borrower and of the importunate 
widow, to enforce the fact of the efficacy in 
persistent, persevering prayer. 


But one of the most interesting and helpful 
touches in this whole Nehemiah episode is 
found in verse 4 of Chapter 2, when upon 
being suddenly confronted with the king’s 
surprising readiness to grant favors, Nehe- 
miah in his heart turned quickly aside to the 
Lord to ask advice. 





GREENSBORO, N. C, 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God hears and 

answers prayer. 

Review.—When Queen Esther’s peo- 
ple were in danger, she and her maidens 
fasted and prayed in the palace, while 
Mordecai and the Jews did the same in 
the city. God heard and answered their 
prayers, and the lives of their people 
were saved, 

Before Ezra and his ¢ompanions 
started to Jerusalem they camped by the 
river, where thcy fasted and prayed, that 
God would guide and guard them safely. 
God heard and answered, for they 
reached Jerusalem after four months’ 
journeying, with all their money anc 
treasures safe. After resting three days 
they held a great Thanksgiving because 
of God’s goodness and care. 

Before the Lesson—I\& you know 
about the coming of the Pilgrim Fathers 
in the Mayflower to America, you’ will 
know that they did not have an easy 
time in their new home. There was 
sickness and death, hunger and cold 
among them. At first they did. not 
know how to plant gardens or to make 
things grow in their strange home. A 
few friendly Indians taught them how 
to raise Indian corn, which they had 
never seen nor tasted before. 

Other Indians were not so friendly 
so that some of the Pilgrims feared 
roe Yet with all their troubles they 
asted and prayed for God’s care and 
thanked him for their little homes in a 
land of freedom. Months later they 
were made very happy’ when another 
ship brought relatives and friends td live 
among them and help them. 7 

. Lesson Story.—Things were not all 
easy for Ezra and his companions in 
erusalem. Some unfriendly neighbor- 
ing people tried to make trouble. 

After “thirteen years some travelers 
from Jerusalem reached the palace of 
King Artaxerxes, who had so kindly 
helped Ezra and his companions to 
prepare for their journey. Ne- 
hemiah was pleased to meet some men 
who could tell him how Ezra and his 
companions prospered. Nehemiah was 
greatly grieved when these travelers said, 

he people in Jerusalem are in great 
danger and trouble; the city wall is 
broken down, and the gates are burned 
with fire. 

When Nehemiah heard that, he sat 
down and cried. Then he planned what 
he would like to do. He mourned and 
fasted and prayed, just as Esther and 
Ezra had done. Nehemiah prayed, O 
Lord, hear me as I pray day and night; 
forgive the sins of my people Israel. 
O Lord, I pray for these people; listen 
to my prayer; prosper me in my plans 
that King Artaxerxes may hear and 
grant my request. 

God heard and answered, for when 
Nehemiah went in as cupbearer to serve 
King Artaxerxes, the king noticed his 
sad look, and said, Why are you sad 
when you are not sick? Nehemiah felt 
afraid, but he answered, Why should I 
not feel sad when the city of my fathers 
lies waste? 

Then King Artaxerxes said, What is 
your request? Before Nehemiah an- 
swered he prayed that God would help 
him. when he told the king what he 
wanted. Nehemiah said, I wish you 
would send me to Jerusalem to build 
the city of my fathers. The king said, 
How long will the journey be; when 
will you return? Nehemiah set a time, 
and the king said he might go. 

Then Nehemiah asked the king for 
letters, such as he had given to Ezra, 
that the governors beyond the river 
should help him on his journey. The 
king gave these letters, and another to 
the keeper of the king’s forest, that he 
should allow Nehemiah to have timber 
to repair the walls and gates. 

Nehemiah did not tell anybody just 
why he had come, but after resting three 
days he made a secret trip around the 
walls at-night with just a few men. 

After that trip Nehemiah was ready 
to try to encourage the priests and peo- 
ple to get busy and build up their city 
walls. Nehemiah told about the king’s 
permission for him to come, and about 
God’s care during the journey. Hav- 
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ing such a leader the people said, Let 
us rise up and build. 

God is just as ready to hear and an- 
swer our prayers as he was to hear and 
answer Esther, Ezra, and- Nehemiah. 
Our memory verse says: “Lord, teach 
us to pray.” 

Peoria, Int. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Full-time service. . 
2. The place and power of prayer. 














te had been listening, with their 
hearts in their eyes, to a young wo- 
man home on furlough from her mis- 
sion work in China—such an under- 


standing young woman, who interested | 


these young college girls quite as much 
as her message did, for she still kept 
the girl’s viewpoint of life. As the 
cocoa and sandwiches were being served, 
the hostess overheard this from one of 
the girls, “But she thinks she can do 
as much for God by being a Christian 
society woman; sometimes she thinks she 
ought to go as a missionary, or do some 
real Christian work at home, but she 
has loads of money, and she could en- 
tertain so wonderfully, and get other 
rich women interested. What do you 
think?” e 

Nehemiah could so easily have rea- 
soned the same way about his life, when 
he heard that heart-stirring story of Je- 
rusalem’s dire plight, and knew that if 
he could get there he could protect 
his beloved city from her enemies. 
Wealth and position were his, in the 
court of the Persian emperor, and, in 
his office as cupbearer, great responsi- 
bility, and doubtless also great oppor- 
tunity for witnessing for Jehovah among 
his heathen friends and associates. 

How easily he could have reasoned, 
“Jerusalem does need help, oh, so 
greatty. My heart aches when I hear 

ow she is humiliated and how she suf- 
fers, with no ene we against her en- 
emies. And I could go, I suppose; I 
know I could get that old wall rebuilt 
in short order; I like that kind of work, 
I would know just how to set about it. 
But, I can do as much, maybe more, 
— here at the emperor’s court.” 

ell, maybe somebody else would have 
gone and maybe he would have rebuilt 
that wall as well as Nehemiah did, and 
maybe Nehemiah would have helped with 
his influence and his gold while he went 
right on with his easy court life, but he 
would not have been the splendid Ne- 
hemiah you and I admire to-day, whose 
very name stirs our energies and ambi- 
tion to do something in the great plan 
of God, for the honor of his Name. 

2. Certain it is also that Nehemiah 
knew what some of us never learn, that 
prayer is the first and greatest power 


.we can wield; and pray he did, just as 


soon as his heart was moved to go. 
And such a prayer! Help your girls to 
study it in detail, finding for them- 
selves these fundamentals of true prayer: 

It contains three main divisions: (1) 
A recognition of God, his greatness and 
his goodness; and in contrast to him, a 
recognition of the sinfulness of both Ne- 
hemiah and all his people, in spite of 
God’s plain commandments for their 
guidance (acknowledgment that Moses’ 
words were God’s Word). (2) A plead- 
ing of God’s specific promise to help his 
people in just such a case (a knowledge 
of God’s Word, in detail). (3) The 
specific, definite petition to meet Nehe- 
miah’s present, pressing need. Such 
prayer, out of a sincere heart, always 
prevails, as did Nehemiah’s. (Give the 

irls this outline, but expect them to find 
or themselves the lines of division in 
their Bibles.) (1) 

Have you ever heard this reply to a 
request for help, “I’m sorry I can’t do 
much, but I will pray; I can at least do 
that”? Or this, “I’ve done my very best 
—now I can only pray and leave it all 
to God.” Nehemiah’s belief was just 
opposite to these attitudes, for he knew 
the best he could do was to pray, and 
he left it all to God first, and then did 
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the very best he could. You will save 
ydur girls many bitter experiences 1 
you can help them to prasp this truth 
now, while they are girls. (2) 
Home Study’ for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read rapidly through Nehemiah this 
week (two chapters a day will do it, 
before next Sunday), marking every 
mention of prayer, and then counting 
them, noting who prayed and when 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


From the Boys’ Lookout. 
. By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The vital importance of prayer in the 
Christian life. 
How to bring out in class recitation a 


frank discussion about the value of 
prayer. 











RAYER is one of the most interest- 

ing topics for Sunday-school class de- 
bate and discussion. Your boys will 
thoroughly enjoy building their own 
study-hour around some thoughts on the 
place of prayer in the lives of boys and 
men to-day. 

In advance, ask one to read up on Ne- 
hemiah and tell a few important thin, 
about him: what was his position in 
Artaxerxes’ court, and why it was a re- 
markable thing’ for him to show such a 
heart-interest in the affairs of his coun- 
trymen, back there in Jerusalem. 

, To vary the usual program, prepare 
questions covering this whole . central 
thought of prayer, giving a complete set 
to each boy.. Send them during the 
week with a personal invitation to be 
out on time on Sunday. Then, if you 
are so fortunate as to occupy a class- 
room, have a committee brighten it up 
with some pennants and a big bowl of 
flowers. Consistent attendance by the 
teacher, interesting lessons, and attrac- 


bination’ for fighting a “midsummer 
slump” } 

These may serve as a suggestion for 
a line of thought to help you bring 
out the subject of prayer in an every- 
day, business-like ‘fashion: 

What is the most important thing that 
prayer does for us? 

Do you think that God does things for 
people in answer to prayer that he 
would not do anyhow? Why do you 
think so? 

Could one be a Christian, and not 
pray? Why? 

What was it that gave Nehemiah such 
remarkable influence with the king, as 
shown also in the first nine verses of 
chapter 2? 

In what way do you think the king’s 
great confidence in Nehemiah had been 
built up? 

What reason have you to think that 
Nehemiah had always been a “praying 
man” ? 

Would Nehemiah have been able to 
get God’s support in this time of special 
need, if he had not cultivated the habit 
of prayer through a lifetime? Why? 

The boys must not feel: any more 
backwardness nor hesitation about bring- 
ing this important subject “out into the 
open” and. freely talking about it than 
they would have about discussing work 
or athletics, Let them go away from 
class with a definite idea of the ‘im- 
portance of prayer in every life, and 
with a clean-cut resolve to establish and 
to keep up geo of their own, 
and you will have made an investment 
in Christian manhood that neither you 
nor any one else can ever measure. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 
_ Did Nehemiah’s place of honor and 
influence in Babylon make it_more or 
less important that he go to Jerusalem 
to help his poor countrymen there? 
What are some things in life beside 
money that can be counted as wealth? 
What are some of the ways in which 
you and I can “invest” those riches, right 
around home, to help other people? 
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Lesson for August 27 
Nehemiah 1 : 1-11 
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Subscription Rates. 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. , 

1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
$ ° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. . 

2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
4 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
g0 cefts each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresseg or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers. 
2631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( The Young People’s 


Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





September 3. Better Giving. Acts 20 : 31-35. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

‘September 10. "s: Commands and Our 
Obedience. Psa. 119 : 33-40. 

September 17. Getting an Education. 

21-08. 

September 24. How Can We Help Foreign 
Mission Work? Isa. 6:1-8, (Missionary 
meeting.) 


Prov. 





Swidey, August 37 


Lessons from God’s QOut-of-Doors 
(Psa. 8 : 1-9) 


Mon.—The First Garden (Gen. 3: 1-7). Sin 
drove our first parents out of Eden’s won- 
derful garden. But God showed them the 

..Wway back through faith in the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God. “To him that over- 
cometh will I gie to eat of the tree of life 
which is in the Paradise of God.” 


| Tues.—Beneath the Stars (Gen. 28: 10-17). “He 





that overcometh . .. I will give him the 
morning star.” “I am the bright and morn- 
ing star,” says .Christ in Revelation. Is 
the most precious gift of eternity yours? 

Wed.—By Still Waters (Psa. 23:1-6). The 
rushing waters of Jordan are typical of 
death. Jesus. went through death and.all its 
billows rolled over him. But he took the 
sting out of death for us, and the “waters of 
quietness” now assure us that to be absent 
from the body is to be present with our 
beloved Lord. 

Thurs.—What the Flowers Say (Matt. 6: 28- 
34.) Every blossom is whispering, “Because 
the seed which bound me died, I am enjoy- 
ing magnificent resurrection life.” How de- 
sirable is resurrection life when contrasted 
with the death-marked self-life of the world- 
ling! 

Fri—In a Vineyard (John 15:1-10). The 
branch abides in the vine. Andrew Murray 
writes: “Deeper down than the brain, deep 
down in the inner. life, you can abide in 
Christ, so that every moment you are. free 
the consciousness will come, ‘Blessed Jesus, 
I am still in thee.’” 

Sat.—On the Lake (John 6:-16-21). “There 
shall he no more sea,” for the sea is typical 
of the restlessness of sin. God has pro- 
vided rest for us in Christ. “Come unto me, 
and I will give you rest.” ; 


HE out-of-doots is one great story 

of God’s redemption. The earth un- 
der our feet is composed of vegetable 
and chemical matter which has given 
up its original identity to make a path- 
way for our feet and a pasture for our 
food. The flowers: testify of a dead 
seed out of which has come a glorious 
resurrection life... The animals came 
into being Over the pathway of an- 
other’s suffering. 

The birds flying through the heavens 
are. reminders of the air-journey we 
shail take when we are caught up to 
meet the’ Lord at trumpet-time. The 
sun tells of the life-giving power of 
God to those in touch with the water 
of life, and. of the withering judgment 
and unquenchable thirst of those who 
refuse to drink at David’s fountain. The 
stars sing of the Morning Star who will 
be seen after earth’s blackest midnight. 

The sparkling waters of brook and 
river remind us that there is satisfac- 
tion only in Christ, while the rolling 
ocean waves:speak of the restlessness. of 
sin, and the miracle of the waterspout 
reminds us of the way Jesus stoops and 
lifts us from the mire of sin into the 
realm of divine sonship. 

“Here in Bolivia, watching an Indian 
woman on the river-bank,” writes a 
missionary, “I can only think: ‘Every 
prospect pleases, and only man is vile.’ 
As God looks down into your heart is 
it in harmony with the out-of-doors 
which he created, is it pure and blood- 
washed, or is it a blot upon his vision? 


Name one lesson Christ drew from 
mature.—Sparrows were sold two for 
a cent (farthing), five for two cents — 
an extra one thrown in free. Jesus said 
that not even that extra one was un- 
noticed by the Father. Insignificant as 
we are, we may rejoice in his assurance: 
“Fear not: ye are of more value than 
many sparrows.” 


How may we learn to catch. lessons 
from nature?—Pray! 





“Open my eyes, that I may see, ~ 
Glimpses of truth Thou, hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp, and set me free. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit Divine!” 

Tell of one out-of-doors incident in 
the Old Testament.—The cloud by day 
(a great umbrellg rotecting them from 
the sun’s rays) ad the pillar of fire by 
night (an unfailing electric lighting sys- 
tem) were to the wandering Israelites 
the visible manifestation of God’s lead- 
ership. 


Norwoop, Ox10. 





Children at Home 


— 
Bobby’s “ Really-Truly Magic” 


By Chester E. Shuler 


OBBY was in a bad humor, and 
in a corner pouting. 














When his mother came home from' 


market, she noticed the cloud which 
overshadowed the | bright face of 
her boy, and asked, “Why, what’s the 
matter, sonny?” 


“Nobody do a thing for me,” came | 


| 


the sour reply, while a big tear slowly | 


trickled down the boy’s cheek. 

“Well,.well, perhaps we can change 
things a bit. Wait until I take off my 
hat and coat, and we'll talk the matter 
over. I think I know a bit of magic 
which will do the trick.” 

“Magic,” repeated Bobby to himself, 
after mother had vanished into the 
kitchen, “magic— well, what on earth 
does mother mean ?” 

He was anxious for her 
“Magic” stories were his favorites. 
ag peer to. hear this one. 


return. 
He 


h, mother! Please tell me the magic. 


story |” he cried when she returned. 

h, my dear, it isn’t. much of a story ; 
just a-little secret or magic word which 
I want to whisper in your ear 

-More mystified than ever, Bobby held 
his ear close to mother while she whis- 
pered something to him... The tears 
weren’t flowing .any more, and: Bobby 
wiped ‘his eyes, grinned, and then jumped 
up and ran to the kitchen. 

“Oh, Sarah,” he cried, smiling his 
brightest smile, “won’t you please give} 
me a glass of milk?” 

“Why, of course I will,” 
cook, hastening to get the 
milk, 


replied the | 
nice cold 


| 
| 
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It tells how you 
may secure an in- 
come that cannot 

shrink; how you 
may execute 
your own will; 
how you may 


create atrust 
fund; how you may give 
aenaceusiy Wabauinee 
It describes the annuity bond, a ne 
convenient, and productive invest- 
ment which promotes afundamental 
Christian enterprise. Endorsed ‘by 
all denominations. , 

Write for Booklet 16 .: 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 











ISCRIMINAT 
Rally Day Supplies 


The School that thinks anything of itself 
will give Rally Day the most thought- 

ful and prayerful consideration. To in- 
sure a successful Rally Day write for 
our Budget listing our five new Cards 
and Button and the great service ‘‘ Rin 

True,” by C. Harold Lowden. ‘A postal 
card request will do. 


“ The wisest cent you ever spent”’ 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
Philadelphia 





Penna. 

















ran ernacte| Hume Ne No oF 


“I bou he a supply of the Tapernac.te H vuns” 
No. 2 in Hovembe ber, 1921, and wili gladly ackuowl- 


edge that they have been a great blessing and 
help in our, services, and all our meetings and 





wor 
ig They have been a great help to keep us all 
alive, to keep the young peopie interested and the 
old folks warm in heart 
Yours in the Master’s service, 
(Signed) Joun Lunpeen, Pastor, 
acine, Wisconsin.”’ 


For literature and prices address 


Bobby took the milk, gave cook a TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 


hearty, “Thank you, Sarah,” and 
mother was sewing. - 

“It works, mother!” he cried, 
fully. “I’m going to try it all day.” 

Away he ran to play. 
as Bobby was busy swinging in the 
yard, under the shady trees, the rope 
broke, and he was landed on his back 
on the grass. He wasn’t hurt a bit, 


but it was’ so provoking to have his 


glee- | 


In a short time, | 


swing break just as he was having a 


good time! 

Running toward the barn, he remem- 
bered the “magic” word. 

“Oh, John,” he called to the hired 
man, “my swing’s broken. Won’t you 
please come and fix it for me?” 

John was very busy just then, and 
hesitated a bit, but seeing the bright 
smile on the little boy’s face, and hear- 
ing the magic word, he laid down his 
tools and hastened to fix the swing. 
“Thank you, Jahn,” called Bobby, and 
the hired man. smiled back, and said 
he was glad to do it. 

All day long Bobby used the magic 
word. When evening came mother said: 

“Well, Bobby boy, how does the magic 
word work?” 

“Just fine, mother dear! Only I’ve 
found that there’s another word to be 
used with yours. One to get done what 
you want done now, and the other to 
get: something done the next time. - You 
see, I say ‘please’ first, and when I get 
what I want, I say “Thank you,’ too. 

“They’re the first ‘really-truly’ magic 
words I’ve ever heard of,” said Bobby. 
Then he added, with a bright smile, 

“Mother, won’t you please let me say 
‘Thank. you’ again?” 

Harrispurc, PA. 





Room 1200—29 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. _ 


is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! Marion l.awrance says; ‘*T 

is no other | like as well."’ Sample copy jree. 
158 Fitth Avenue, New York. 


hastened back into the room where his S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR = a 
**There 2 


a lesson 








Ladies Let Cuticura 
Keep Your Skin 
Fresh and Young 


Beene ees Siye ey halen Mase 




















Two Remarkable Leaflets 


Encouraging Bible Memorizing 
By HELEN GOULD SHEPARD 


1,—‘‘ Passages to Memorize” (4 pages, emphasiz- 

ing. the ae of the Bibie and the Deity 

Christ), 6 = 100; $5 per 1000, 15c¢ per 
dozen, or Ny ea post paid. 

2.—* Old Testament Selections: Particularly 
Messianic Prophecies Foretelling the ate 
of our Saviour” (6 pp.), 90c per 100, $8.5 
per 1600, 20c per dozen, or 2c each, postpaid. 

For widespread distribution in the family circle, 

Sunday-school classes, Young Peuple’s Societies, 

and to drop into letters to missionaries, 

Christian workers, and other friends in the home 

field. Little pamphlets that will bring great blessing! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




















“Books that Stand for the Faith” ts 
the title of a leaflet giving a very com- 
plete list of books in defense of the his- 
toric Christian faith (The Sunday 
Schoal Times Co., 1031 Walnut Strect, 
Philadelphia, 50 cts. a dozen, $4 2 hun- 
dred, 5 cts. each >, 


™ 
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Serve the Lord with gladness 
Come before His presence 

itl o eo : ‘“ . 
Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 

My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 
can bring out a full tone that stirs my audi- 
ence. the fourth Sunday of the month, I 
was preaching to about four hundred 
and when I had finished, the pastor g 
‘* Reverend Prioleau is here with a great voice. 
He will be a Heecher! He will be a Tal ge! 

e will bea Sp eon! And he is only thirty 
years of age.’ Te congregation cheered. 

1 can preach three times a day and feel like 
preneeg four. My singing voice is develop- 
ing fast. I speak more powsnndy. People say 
the Lord is in everything I speak. 


REVEREND J. R. PRIOLEAU 
26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S. C. 


—Psalm 100: 2 

















N EVERY age and clime since the beginning of 
time, the power of voice has swayed the hearts 
ofmen, A great message must be delivered in 

a great voice. oO matter how inspiricg the words 
be, men’s minds are swayed most. powerfully 
when the beauty of a rich voice carries home the 
mnessage. 

We think of a beautiful singing or speaking 
voice asa“ gift.” And it is indeed a gift—But it is 
nota ‘gift’ that just a fow fortunate humans 

ess. All of us a@ voice that can be de- 
veloped so that we can render to our church a 
glorious service, 

Miss Agnes Flaziak of Garfield, N. J., has re- 
joined her church choir since she has developed 
her voice. Read her happy letter: 

Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 

1 know how much your course has done for me in 
these few short months. I have rejoined our church 
choir for the Christmas time, and I am really find- 
ing much pleasure in singing. Oh! and with such 
ease. Previously | used to get exhausted and my 
thtoat would get all sore, but thanks to your won- 
derfu) method, that has been cured permanently. 

1 am really very grateful to you and do highly 
tecommend your method to the whole universe. 
never dreamed that the few dollars expended would 
bring such splendid results. 

Your devoted student 
AGNES FLAZIAK. 
Read what other enthusiastic choir singers 
write: 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger : 

‘I know your course has helped me already, be- 
cause of compliments 1 have received while singing 
inf a male selection about two months ago: 1 sang 

st tenor and my singing was remarked upon by 
the congregation. - In. the morning, and also in the 
evening, I sang with a mixed: quartet and was again 
complimented by our Pastor and the leader of the 
Choir. C. GEORGE BUMBY, 

45 Breese St., Wyoming, Pa. 
My Dear Instructor : 

I have great faith in your course for two reasons. 
First, because it has improved my voice and given 
me more confidence in myself, which | lacked. 
Second, your advertisement came as a direct answer 
to prayer. Now | feel that 1 am helping more in my 
choir work. 

SABINA LEIPHEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 


Your voice can be developed, too. If you have 
been singing. you can add to your vocal power, If 
you have always longed to sing, you can start now 
to develop a beautiful voice. 


This is Your Throat 


The arrow points 
to the_all-impor- 
tant Hyo-Glossus 
muscle. Whether 
your voice is 
strong or weak, 
pleasant or un- 
pleasant,harsh or 
melodious, « ¢- 
pends upon the 
development of 
a Reieities = muscle, Poca 
can have a utiful singing or spea 
voice if your Hyo-Glossus muscle is a 
veloped by correst training. 


Your Voice Can Be Improved 


Professor Feuchtinger, A. M., world famous 
voice teacher, has worked out a scientific method 
of voice cudture that will improve aify voice. The 
system is founded on sound scientific principles, 
yet it is seosimple and easy that anyone can: un- 
derstandit. ~ 

This simple training wit improve your voice 
106@. You can now learn to sing at a very low cost 
and in the nn A of your own home. 

And if your voice.is not improved 100@ in your 
Own opinton, we will refund your money. We 
value your good will more than your money. 

New Book FREE 

Write to. Professor Feuchtinger, or send him the 
> He will send you FREE.-his: handsome 
wook on his scientific method of. yoice training. 
Do-not hesitate to.ask. This book is free tg you. 


PERFECT. VOICE INSTITUTE. . . 

Studio C 476,1922 Sunnyside Ave., Chicago, IIL 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will you please send me 

a copy of your new ook *‘ Enter Your World’’? I 

understand that this’is free and that there is no 

obligation on my part. I am interested in 


© Singing 1) Speaking C Stammering 1 Weak Voice 























For Family Worship | 


By the 





velowng the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on InternationaldJniform 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


An Epochal Bock on Prayer 


HE title is “The Strategic Value of 
rayer.” The writer, the Rev. Gor- 
don Watt, of Great Britain, though the 
real author must have been the Holy 
Spirit. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany are the publishers of the American 
edition of the book, and the price is 
only 25 cents. The book is unique in 
that it not only recognizes the apostasy 
of the professing Church and the back- 
slidden condition of the true Church, 
and therefore the imperative need of 
revival, but (and herein is its chief 
value) it recognizes the Cross as the 
testing pont or basis of all true prayer. 
“Remember that the power of the Cross 
is irresistible,’ says the author. “We 
are not invulnerable at any point, nor 
invincible in any place, save at Calvary.” 
In place of the usual “Prayer Sugges- 
tions” this week, the titles 6f the seven 
chapters are if below, together with 
the key-thought or outline in each chap- 
ter. ill you not ask God for a wide 
circulation of this book? 


August 21 to 27 
Mon.—Nehemiah 1: 1-11. Nehemiah’s Prayer. 


Among the more prominent kinds of 
prayer may be mentioned confession, ‘pe- 
tition, thanksgiving, intercession, com- 
munion, and adoration. Which three 
of these constitute in large part Ne- 
hemiah’s prayer? Study his prayer care- 
fully and tell why you think he praveiléd. 

“THE Cross AS THE BASIS OF PRAYER.” 
“As really as our Lord was crucified for 
us; so our old man, our unregenerate 
nature, has been crucified with him. 
Each ts a finished work. That is. the 
starting-point for a life of victory, for 
the warfare of prayer, and for a service 
of fruitfulness.” 


Tues.—Ezra 9: 5-15. Ezra’s Prayer. 


In what prominent respect was Ezra’s 
prayer like that of Nehemiah? Chap- 
ter 10 proves that a certain -kind of 
prayer, when it is genuinely sincere, “gets 
a long way” with God. What kind is 

| it? It is common to-day? 

“THe Conriict, Its PeErirs AND 
Sports.” “Failures can be made the 
pillars of success. Doubts can be trans- 
formed into teachers of humility anc 





eee. wll confession of sin, a 
new acceptance of the power of the 
Cross. ... will cause us to win out of 


| the broken things new values for the life 
before us.” 


Wed.—Genesis 18 : 23-32. Abraham’s Prayer. 


Great as was the sin of Sodom, God 
|-permitted intercession in its behalf, for 
the sake of the righteous, that might 
be therein; and likewise great as is the 
sin of the entire race, may not interces- 
sion be staying the hand of judgment, 
the intercession of the righteous One 
who “bare the sin of many, and made 
| intercession for the transgressors”? 

“PARTNERSHIP WITH THE Hoty 
Spirit.” “Co-operation with the Holy 
Spirtt is of vital necessity. . . . If you 
are willing to enter into this partner- 
ship, the Lord Jesus Christ is. prepared 
to supply, through his Spirit, the poe 
with which you can live triumphantly, 
and wage successfully the war of the 
Lord upon the forces of evil, in prayer 
and active service.” 
Thurs.—Judges 6 : 22-24, 36-4. 

Gideon’s Prayer. 

Was. Gideon’s request for a second 
sign (vs. -36 to 40), when God had al- 
ready. given him one sign (vs..12 to 22), 
an indication of strength or of weak- 
ness on Gideon’s part? Opinions might 
vary, but in any event God granted his 
request. God is pleased with the desire 
of his children to know his will (Psa. 
32:8, 9; James 1:5). 


“Tue Catt TO PRAYER.” “Prayer ts 








the God-given means of waging wor 





against those powers of evil which are 
pressing’ in upon the Church of God to 
silence her witness, defeat her aims, and 
hinder her translation; and it is the con- 
sciousness-of need in this struggle which 
constitutes the call to prayer.” 
Fri—Ephesians 3: 14-21. Paul’s Prayer. 
Paul’s prayérs. of intercession (see 
also Eph. 1: 15-23; Col. 119-14) rise to 
a sublime height of passionate yearning 
for the Church, like that_of Christ for 
his disciples (iets 17). -God does above 
“exceeding: dantly” ‘for. those who 


‘ask “exceeding .abundantly”-(John~ 16:.|. 


23, 24).-with an. “exceeding , abundant” 
faith (Mark 9: 23). 

“Tue GREAT EssENTIALS IN PRAYER.” 
“Certain great essentials for victorious 
prayer are clearly expressed in Scrip- 
ture: Gy Knowledge (1 Cor, A ¢ 
(2) definiteness,« (Gen, 18:27); | ( 3) 
watchfulness (1 Peter 4:7); (4) will- 
Sons to pay the price of victory (Rom. 

$29 hg 
Sat.—Matthew 6:9-15. The Lord’s Prayer. 


The Lord’s Prayer “teaches that right 
prayer begins with worship; puts the 
interest of the kingdom before merely 
persona] interest; accepts beforehand the 
Father’s will, whether to grant or to 
withhold; and petitions for present need, 
leaving the. future to the Father’s care 
and love.”—Scofield. ; 

“THe IMPERATIVES OF PRAYER.’ 
“There is constant need (1) To claim 
the protection of God in the prayer-life 
(Eph. 6:13, 18); (2) to pray progres- 
sively (Acts 1:8);. (3).to pray aggres- 
sively (Eph. 6:12): for. (Matt. 7:7), 
with (Rom. 8:26), against (Eph. 6:11), 
through (Eph. 6:18). 

Sun.—Psalm 42 : 1-8. Encouragement to Pray. 


There is not a real need anywhere in 
the natural world that there is not some- 
where that in nature to supply that need; 
nor is there any real need of the human 
soul that there is not that in God to sup- 
ply that need, in answer to prayer. There- 
fore, “why art thou cast down, O my 
soul?” Hope thou and pray on. 

“THE STRATEGY OF PRAYER.” “In every 
work, and in each life, there is a key- 
position, which the Wdevil holds until 
through the victory of Calvary, by the 
mighty power of the Cross, he ts evicted 
from it and put to flight: THE POWER 
OF THE CROSS: IS IRRESISTIBLE. -Pray 
through all the obstacles. ... . Get into 
communication with the throne of God, 
and HOLD ON, for ‘the. special need of 
work or life, though it be for days or 
months, until the victory.is won.” 


a 










(Lesson for August.27) AUGUST 12, 1922" 
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1 + China, 
ined! (4 days), 
ti dae New dare days). 
“Volendam” Jan. 9 and 16,'23. $1050 up 
Write for Illustrated Booklets ~ 
Raymond & Whitcomb Co. 
* 22a Beacon Street, Boston 
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The World’s Greatest Bible Conference. 


WINONA LAKE, IND., AUG. 18-27 


Rev. Witt1aM E. Breperwotr, Diréctor. 
Rev. J. C. BreckenrinGs, D.D., Assoctate Director 
Unexcelled opportunity for Spiritual, mental 
and physical refreshment. 


The speakers include J. Stuart Holden, London; 
dose h A. Vance, Wm. Jennings Bryan, W. H. Grit 
th Themes, Bishop Quayle, Prof Robert Dick Wil- 
son, Governor Henr . Allen, Bishop Chas. E, 
Locke, Bishop W. M. be » Prof. A. T. Robertson, J- 
. Ross, E. L. Powell, Wm. B. Lampe, T. D. Edgas, 
as. S. McGaw, evangelists, mission men and no’ 
jaymen. 
A GREAT PROGRAM 
UNEQUALLED ENVIRONMENT 
SUPERB ACCOMMODATION 
IDEAL VACATION 


Write for detailed information to 
DR. J. C. BRECKENRIDGE, Gen’l Sec’y. 








PAY US MONTHLY + 


Scofield Reference Bible: 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 f°"... 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid, Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, 13 


by 
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AKE M ON FY _ Selling our nitracsia 
9 . > & pr i, 
“Sha tain pide ier 
ly sets and tablecloths in very pretty design 
and beautifully décoratéd unfadedble‘colors. W 
clean by a damp cloth. Saves time, labor and laund: 
bills. Housewives buy at sight. Gur agents are com 
ing money handling this wonderful material. Write 
for particulars. B. C. BERGEN MANUFPACTUR- 
ING CO., 413 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 
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and wholesome recreation. 


field, and private bathing beach. 
A limited b 


THE STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


For Boys 
Opens September 14th 
CHRISTIAN preparatory school that emphasizes sound scholarship 


Individual preparation for college, technical school, or business 
under the direction of university trained teachers. 


Property of thirty-five acres on the north shore of Long Island, fifty- 
three miles from New York City, includes three large buildings, athletic 


of vacancies for September are now being filled by 








selected boys from Christian homes. 
To insure the enroliment of 


lication blank to the Pri: 
lew York, 


John F. Carson, D.D., LL.D., Pres. 








r son write now for catalogue and 


, Dept. B, Stony Brook, Long Island, 


Frank E. Gaebelein, A.M., Principal 
Sound Educationally 





Safe Religiously 











A. book of comfort 





and encouragement that 
will help, because the author “understands” 


When the Days Seem Dark 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 


D? THEY ever seem so to you? Are they really dark?, And what is_the answer that 
our lives are to give to the often perplexing and intricate personal problems of these 
tangled days? How are we to meet the crises, the changing circumstances, the heavy 
demands upon body, mind, and spirit, that crowd upon us? This book faces such questions 
squarely, and its conclusions are rich in comfort and abiding cheer. 


$1.25, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 
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